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	The MMA (Muttahidda Majlis Amal) leaders had led the people to believe that if the Women Protection Bill (WPB) was tabled in the National Assembly, all hell shall break loose. They had threatened that MMA legislators would resign en masse and countrywide movement would be launched against the bill. Nothing of the sort happened, however. The bill had an easy and swift ride last Wednesday because MMA chose to boycott the session in protest against the tabling of the bill. It was quite an anti-climax. People were expecting fireworks but instead the MMA left the ring without a fight.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman now says that any decision regarding resignations will be taken in consultation with the Ulema after going through the details of the bill. Does it mean that the MMA had declared the bill un-Islamic and boycotted the session in protest without having read the bill? It is obvious that MMA's opposition to the bill was not based on religious grounds but purely on political considerations. MMA made it a matter of life and death and brazenly tried to play on the religious sentiments of the people.

The MMA Supreme Council discussed the resignation matter for five long hours. Such a long session indicates that MMA component parties had strong differences on the question of resignations. At the end of the meeting, the MMA did not issue a formal statement. Instead, MMA President Qazi Hussain Ahmed and MMA secretary-general Maulana Fazlur Rehman told the Press that MMA has decided to quit the National Assembly. They said the MMA has convened a meeting of its parliamentary party in the National Assembly on December 6 to chalk out a strategy on presentation of the resignations. The MMA would decide later whether to quit the Senate, and NWFP and Balochistan legislatures as well. The MMA also intends to launch a movement for the ouster of the government after quitting the National Assembly.

The MMA thinks that by raising the slogan of 'Islam in danger' it could replay the 1977 anti-Bhutto agitation. After having failed to pressurise the National Assembly to its point of view on WPB, the MMA has decided to take the fight to streets as had happened in 1977. However, the present political environment is quite different from that of 1977. In 1977, the mullah was able to bring the people on the streets for Nizam-e-Mustafa because middle-of-the-road political parties had joined him in the anti-Bhutto agitation. In fact, all the political and religious parties and groups had combined together for the overthrow of Bhutto. Moreover, the leaders of the agitation could win the COAS to their side, through statements or by writing open letters to him, to intervene and topple the government. COAS General Zia-ul-Haq did oblige. It took 11 years and God's hand to liberate the country from his oppressive rule.

It was General Musharraf's determination to retain the COAS post that the 1977 ploy would not work in 2006. It would be ludicrous to appeal to COAS General Pervez Musharraf to overthrow the government of President Pervez Musharraf. To be sure, the WPB would not have seen the light of the day if President Musharraf had not been wearing the COAS uniform. The MMA would be committing a great folly if it went ahead with resignations and shifted its politics from the parliament to the streets. President Musharraf in no circumstances would allow any agitation because political agitations have the bad habit of turning violent, adversely affecting the political and economic stability of the country and disturbing the day-to-day life of the people.

The MMA should rest assured that no political party would join it in its anti-Musharraf movement. In the context of WPB, the PPP has shown that it is a level-headed and moderate party and would support Musharraf's policies in the parliament if they were for the good of the people. It would of course join any effort to ensure clean and honest elections due next year.

The PML-N should also have voted for the WPB because it provides justice to women. Such a step would have earned it more women votes. However, PMLN has yet to make up its mind which way to go. Nonetheless, the PML-N could not be blamed for its attitude for Nawaz Sharif is an aggrieved party who was overthrown by General Musharraf. But time is a big healer and Nawaz Sharif should look forward to the next elections rather than sulk over the past. If he could make up with Benazir Bhutto and let bygones be bygones, then why not come to terms with the ground realities and focus his energies on the next elections. When President Musharraf asks people to vote for moderates, he opens the door slightly for re-entry of Nawaz Sharif and Benazir Bhutto in political arena of the country. If these two leaders were to act sensibly, the slightly opened door could be opened wide.

The leaders of the MMA should realise that politics and religion do not go together. Religion generates pureness of thought in the mind of the follower while politics is insensitive opportunism. Religion is based on truth while politics is the other name of deception. A religious scholar is never afraid of speaking truth while a politician speaks everything but the truth. When a religious scholar or member of the clergy joins politics, he loses the moral authority of interpreting religious injunction. He is no more guided exclusively by virtue and decency. His judgments are now coloured by political consideration. Therefore, after joining politics he should refrain from passing religious judgment on other human beings.

The religious parties have never in the past enjoyed so much political power as today. They have substantial presence in the parliament. They run the NWFP government exclusively. In Balochistan they are coalition partners in the government. In Peshawar, the MMA government has passed the controversial Hasba bill. Why then does the MMA want to deny the majority party in the National Assembly the right to legislate? In democracy, no party or person could have the veto power to reject a law passed by majority of the elected representatives.
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