Honour for Mukhtaran Mai


AT A time when a section of the international press portrays Pakistan as one of the failed states, it is heartening that Mukhtaran Mai offers a ray of hope as she continues to receive global recognition for her tenacity and courage. She has been named by Time magazine as one of the 100 most influential people in the world today. Citing her as a hero and pioneer, Mukhtaran is described as “an alchemist who takes the worst of human behaviour and turns it into the best [and has] responded to the violence and gender apartheid directed at her and other women with an insistence on justice and education.” That is not all. On Wednesday she was honoured as a women’s right advocate at a UN reception in New York at which the UN undersecretary-general for communications said of her that “anyone who has the moral courage...to turn such a brutal attack into a weapon to defend others in a similar position is a hero indeed and is worthy of our deepest respect and admiration.”

For someone who four years ago was barely literate, Mukhtaran’s journey to recovery has indeed been an awe-inspiring one. Not only has she set up a school in her rural hometown with the compensation money she received from the government, she is, as Time magazine noted, “a magnet for other women escaping violence.” She was also honoured at a reception by the Pakistan embassy in Washington DC last month, showing that the government has recognised that it is important to pay homage to a person who serves as a good ambassador for the country. She represents all that there is to hope for in Pakistan and for that she deserves everyone’s support.

