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	70-90 percent of Pakistani women suffer domestic violence

ISLAMABAD: Approximately 70-90 percent of women suffer from domestic violence and nearly 50 percent of women who do report rape are jailed under the Hudood Ordinance which criminalises extramarital sexual relations including rape, said a report by the Peace Council of Pakistan (PCP) issued on Monday. 

The report also said that Pakistan had made serious violations of human rights involving detention of suspects without charge and trials without proper judicial process in tribal areas bordering Afghanistan in the “war on terror” since 2001.

Problems persisted due to military operations in Pakistan’s tribal areas bordering Afghanistan, including collective punishment, extra judicial executions, arbitrary detentions and limited access to prisoners, the PCP said.

Hinting the government’s attempt to tackle of the deaths of hundred of women in so-called “honour killing” a total failure, the PCP has also said a women is raped every two hours and up to three women a day died from “stove deaths” in Pakistan.

The report said the Hudood Ordinance implemented in 1979 abolished recognition and punishment for marital rape and Pakistan has no specific legislation against domestic violence. “Honour killings are equivalent to murder under Pakistan’s penal code but under the law the family of the victim compromises with the murderer and therefore a person who alleged that he killed in the name of honour may not be penalised if the family agrees to let him go,” the report said.

The report said up to three women a day died from stove deaths in Pakistan usually after abuse for such reasons as the failure to give birth to a son, disobedience and allegations of adultery. It further said families and police often labelled these murders as accidents that occur while cooking when these women were intentionally doused with kerosene and lit on fire.

“Police are often reluctant to investigate these cases and husbands can often bribe the police to label them as suicide attempts,” the report said, adding that only 5 percent of abusive husbands and family members are ever convicted.

Women and girls continued to be subjected to abuses in the home, the community and in the custody of state and the impunity of such abuses persisted. The laws of Qisas and Diyat relating to murder remained unchanged.

Women were frequently subject to illegal detention and custodial abuse, including sexual harassment, rape and verbal abuse by police. “Untrained and biased legal doctors often lack forensic competence and mishandle evidence needed for rape prosecutions,” the report said, adding that instead focus is on the virginity status and sexual history of the victim.

The PCP said the inaction on the Hudood laws persists despite the government-run National Commission for Status of Women calling for the repeal of the Hudood Ordinance on the grounds that it “makes a mockery of Islamic justices” and is “not based on Islamic injunctions”.

“Under Pakistan’s existing Hudood Ordinance, a woman who has been raped and wants the state to prosecute her case must have four Muslim men testify that they witnessed the assault,” it said.

It said in the absence of witnesses, the rape victim has no case and if the woman could not prove the rape allegation she ran a very high risk of being charged with fornication or adultery, the penalty for which was either a long prison sentence, including public whipping, or death by stoning.

“The bill on honour killing passed in great hastiness by the National Assembly can serve only a limited purpose in checking crimes against women. Until the issue of compound-ability or out of court settlements under qisas and diyat laws are not addressed, the ground realities will not change and women will continue to be murdered while their killers walk away scot-free,” it said.

The report observed that the war on terror in Pakistan since 2001 had involved serious violations of human rights with suspects often being detained without charge and subject to trials without proper judicial process. Sectarian violence continued to increase in Pakistan, especially in the Northern Areas. Online


