The Blind Spot
If there is severe water unavailability in the country, how will clean drinking water be accessible to people?
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The most important crisis facing Pakistan is the lack of access to clean and safe drinking water. In most parts of the country, people are not only deprived of clean drinking water but are also forced to buy water at high prices to survive. The country is suffering from massive water scarcity, be it fresh or groundwater, which is leading to serious health problems among the public. Access to clean and safe water is the right of every citizen. The government has installed filter plants at different points in big cities, but safe filtered water is rarely available at these filter plants. A person can survive without eating, but it is far more difficult to survive without safe drinking water. In today’s modern era, where amenities are available, deprivation of a basic need like clean drinking water is unbearable for everyone.
Apparently, countless claims have been made in every government tenure regarding the provision of the basic need of clean water to the common people. Filter plants have also been installed at numerous points in every city, but if these plants are not functioning, how will the common man benefit from this facility? That is why, according to the Asian Development Bank’s Asian Water Development Outlook 2025, over 80 per cent of Pakistan’s population is deprived of clean drinking water, while the per capita water availability in the country has reduced to 1,100 cubic metres, which was 5,600 cubic metres at the time of independence. In this regard, the Ministry of Water Resources also presented a report on severe water shortage in the National Assembly. According to the report, due to increasing stress from upstream water controls, depleted groundwater, ageing infrastructure, climate change, widespread contamination, drought, air pollution, water wastage, unsustainable practices, poor irrigation and population growth, the annual per capita water availability is expected to further decrease to 795 cubic metres by 2030. Both the ADB outlook and the ministry’s report underscore the serious water crisis facing the country. If there is severe water unavailability in the country, how will clean drinking water be accessible to people? Yet these circumstances have yielded no change for stakeholders and businesses. Thus, the government is not paying special attention to this issue, nor are the relevant institutions taking action. The basic needs of the people are not being met. No one is concerned about this, nor is it included in anyone’s priorities.
There are many reasons for the increasing water scarcity in Pakistan, but the most important of them are unplanned population growth, climate change, inefficient water storage capacity, unsustainable practices and poor implementation of policies. As a result, while annual rainfall is scarce, the demand for water is continuously increasing. Other factors include poor water management, weak institutional capacity, and insufficient investment in the water resources sector. The highest consumption of water is in the agricultural sector. If rainwater is harvested, a greater percentage of the country’s agricultural needs can be met with rainwater. In addition, there is no tendency for careful water usage in this South Asian region. According to water experts, 60 per cent of the available water is wasted annually. Therefore, the government of Pakistan urgently needs to increase the number of water reservoirs, and the public needs to adopt a careful attitude regarding water use.
Currently, 80 per cent of the population in 24 major cities of Pakistan is deprived of clean water, and this situation is likely to become more alarming. However, with timely practical measures regarding safe drinking water, a severe water crisis can be avoided. For this, it is very important to run a campaign on social media, spread awareness among the public about water wastage, and inform the common man about water scarcity. Therefore, increasing water storage capacity through rainwater harvesting systems, construction of small and large dams, and recharging aquifers using technological advancements or local initiatives is crucial to avoid a water crisis. Furthermore, the use of modern technology in agriculture, such as introducing good varieties of seeds that can give better yields with less water, can reduce water scarcity. By implementing measures to improve the water security score, the problems of water scarcity can be controlled to a considerable extent, but no special attention is being given to this direction deliberately.
The international community had warned Pakistan about water scarcity years ago, but successive governments have failed to take significant steps to address the water shortage. Moreover, weak WASH systems persist, contributing to waterborne diseases, and public attitudes toward unhygienic open defecation continue in many rural areas, causing service delivery models to remain ineffective. To overcome water depletion and ensure pure, accessible water channels, volumetric pricing must be initiated to promote efficient use, and the establishment of an independent water quality authority is the need of the hour. The current government has to shift its focus from pretentious measures toward actionable plans as per Pakistan Vision 2025, NWP 2018, the National Drinking Water Policy and the National Water Conservation Strategy 2023–27. However, the entire nation needs to unite to address the water shortage so that this problem can be solved seriously. The problem of water scarcity is becoming more serious with each passing day, so how will we get safe drinking water? If the severe water shortage is not controlled today, Pakistan will face a severe water crisis in this decade, and water scarcity will become a bigger problem than terrorism in the future. The long-term precautionary steps taken by the government so far regarding water scarcity are extremely inadequate. In fact, as per the UNDP report, the Pakistani authorities’ non-serious attitude towards water problems has become a threat to the survival of the country.
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