Severe water shortage by 2020’

* WASA MD requests people use potable water sensibly 
* The only short-run solution is wastewater treatment plant, says official
* PHA removing high water-consuming trees, nazim says 300 overhead water tanks being constructed

By Muzaffar Ali 

LAHORE: Due to the excessive use of aquifer in Lahore, it is feared that the city could face a severe dearth of potable water by 2020, says a senior official of the Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA).

He told Daily Times that the water table in Lahore had dropped by 45 feet between 1993 and 2007. He said the average drop was about three to five feet per year, which could increase in the coming years with the expanding population of the city. 

He said the average water table decrease in Ichhra and Kot Lakhpat Industrial Area was six feet, while in Gulberg and Township, it was five feet per year. “In Green Town and Garden Town, the drop is four feet per year, while in Samanabad, Islampura, Mozang, Allama Iqbal Town, Shimla Hill and Misri Shah, it is 3.5 feet per year,” he added.

The official said that WASA was pumping out around 360 million gallons of water against the demand of about 400 million gallons per day. He said WASA had to install more tubewells to overcome the shortage of 40 million gallons of water. He added that in many localities, tubewells were being installed at a depth of 300 feet and 800 feet to meet the water requirement. “This is leading to a further decrease in the underground water table,” he said. The official said that more than 300,000 people were facing a shortage of potable water. He stressed the need for an action plan for efficient development, utilisation and monitoring of the water resources. 

Potable water usage: WASA Managing Director (MD) Pervaiz Iftikhar said that WASA was doing its best to supply fresh and clean water to citizens round the clock, and more tubewells were being installed to meet the water requirements of different areas. He requested people to use potable water prudently. “Drinking water should not be used for washing or cleaning purposes,” he added. 

National Engineering Services Pakistan (Pvt) Limited (NESPAK) senior engineer Khalid Zaman Gull told Daily Times that people wasted water by not switching off their electric water pumps after the water tanks are filled,” he said.

Short-run solution: A WASA official said the Punjab government had allocated 7,200 kanals to WASA for a wastewater treatment plant. He said the only short-run solution of water shortage in Lahore was to start work on the water treatment project to bring clean water back to Lahore.

Another official said WASA had planned the construction of four wastewater treatment plants for the city. He said the detailed design and tender documents for the construction of four wastewater treatment plants were ready, but the implementation of the projects had been delayed due to a lack of funds.

Removing trees: Parks and Horticulture Authority (PHA) Public Relations Deputy Director Javaid Shaida told Daily Times that eucalyptus was not an environment-friendly tree, and the PHA was asked to remove the trees from Lahore. He said the PHA had done a lot to phase out eucalyptus from the city, as this tree consumed 200 litres of water daily.

Water tanks: Nazim Mian Amer Mehmood told Daily Times that the city government would construct 300 overhead water tanks – with the financial assistance of 0.5 million Euros by the French government – with a view to avoid direct pumping of water for long hours. He said the city government was planning to purchase modern equipment to reserve water resources for a long period. “The city government has also planned to inform people about using water sensibly,” he said.

The federal government’s policy on the issue of groundwater clearly states that the departments concerned should develop a groundwater regulatory framework to control and optimise groundwater wastage. It also states that the departments concerned should also strengthen monitoring efforts to determine the sustainable groundwater potential, and prepare a groundwater budget for sub-basins and canal commands, and to check lateral and vertical movement of the saline water interface.

