Policy targets 100pc access by 2025 
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ISLAMABAD, Sept 28: Provision of clean drinking water to the entire population of the country looks more like a distant dream even after the announcement of a national policy by the federal cabinet on Monday as the task requires over 16 years to complete. 

The new National Drinking Water Policy says that its implementation will ensure that the entire population will have access to safe and sustainable drinking water supply by 2025. 

Commentators termed the announcement of the policy “a good step” towards provision of safe drinking water to the people, but expressed some reservations over its sustainability. 

They said it was for the first time that such a comprehensive policy had been announced in Pakistan, which reflected the political will behind it. 

Under the policy, the responsibility of ensuring safe and clean drinking water has been given for the first time to a government department – the environment ministry. Before this, provincial and federal government departments were tasked with just providing water to the people but they had no responsibility to maintain the quality standards. 

The government has to take some drastic measures to implement the new policy by increasing budgetary allocations of concerned departments and inducting more staff in them, they said. 

Under the policy the government has decided to install water filtration plants not in each town but in every village. However, nobody knows that from where the huge amount required for the programme will be generated. 

The previous government led by former President Gen (retired) Pervez Musharraf had also launched a clean drinking water project and installed filtration plants in many districts, but it could not sustain due to lack of financial support and proper maintenance.The policy has been formulated by the Ministry of Environment in collaboration with the United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef) with a view to protecting the public health and offsetting the huge environment and natural resource damage cost born by the Pakistani economy. 

The World Bank’s Country Assessment Report, 2007, estimates that environment and natural resource damage costs Pakistan economy about Rs365 billion annually. Of this, drinking water, sanitation and hygiene related diseases have been estimated to cost about Rs112 billion per year, or over Rs300 million a day. 

The National Drinking Water Policy provides specific guidelines for increasing access to safe drinking water, protection and conservation of surface and groundwater resources, water treatment and safety, appropriate technologies and standardisation, community participation, public awareness, capacity development, public private partnership, research and development, emergency preparedness and response and coordinated planning and implementation. 

It places special emphasis on establishment of new drinking water systems, rehabilitation and upgradation of the existing ones, sustainability of water supply infrastructure, water conservation, water quality improvement, water treatment and drinking water sector management information system. The policy suggests various legislatives measures to ensure its effective implementation. 

Implementation and monitoring of this policy will be coordinated by the Ministry of Environment in collaboration with provincial, AJK, Fana and Fata governments. 

The policy will be reviewed and updated after every five years by a committee constituted especially for the purpose. 

