Managing Manchhar


THE release of toxic water from the Manchhar Lake to the Indus makes headlines every year since that fateful summer that claimed scores of lives in Hyderabad and surrounding vicinities. Yet, officials concerned have to date done nothing to manage the issue effectively. That there have been no direct casualties in the intervening years despite the routine release of water is no reason for the irrigation department to feel elated about. It has been so only because of the wet cycle that is mercifully visiting the region for the last few years, allowing enough water downstream to dilute the toxins. This is simply about turning poison into slow-poison. Once the cyclic pattern is over, concentrated contaminants will be at it again. Lack of vision on the part of the leadership and lack of commitment on the part of official machinery are apparently the two main stumbling blocks. Whatever little is done to fill official files with meaningless paperwork is limited to focusing on the lake itself. The fact is that no improvement can be brought about at Manchhar without taking care of the Main Nara Valley (MNV) Drain that happens to be the conduit through which flows the load of poison into the lake.

There are serious reservations about the efficacy of the Right Bank Outfall Drain because of the bad experience with its predecessor, the Left Bank Outfall Drain. This calls for treating the effluents before the MNV empties itself into Manchhar. While officials tend to reject the notion straight away, citing the ‘huge cost’ supposedly involved in such an arrangement, a simple, cost-effective, indigenous solution lies buried somewhere in the files gathering dust at the irrigation department. Based on the electro-static process, the proposal entails putting up electrodes every eight kilometres along the MNV route. It envisions managing 90 per cent of the problem in much less than Rs50m. But after showing initial interest and declaring it technically and financially feasible, the authorities have been sleeping over it ever since. It would be the nation’s good luck if they wake up before the wet cycle comes to an end.

