Indian conspiracy behind falling ground water level in Punjab

* Committee informed cotton crops to be enhanced to 20.70m bales under Cotton Vision 2015

By Ijaz Kakakhel

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Committee on Food and Agriculture on Thursday was informed that the underground water level in Punjab province was decreasing due to the Indian conspiracy of provisioning free electricity to India’s Punjab province for tube-wells. 

The Indian farmers took water excessively through tube wells, which resulted in decreasing the water level in Pakistan’s Punjab province. If the process on the Indian side continues then the underground water situation in Pakistan’s Punjab would further worsen that would badly affected the main crops-producing province of the country. The committee asked the Ministry of Water and Power to study the situation properly and present a complete report in its next meeting after consultation with Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) officials. 

An official of the Ministry of Water and Power informed the committee that the Indus Water Treaty with India remained just on papers. India had diverted Pakistan’s water and constructed more dams, which would further worsen the water situation in Pakistan. The officials said the government planned 17 small dams for Balochistan in Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) in which three were completed and due to critical financial position, most of the projects were badly affected. 

Senator Syed Javed Ali Shah presided over the meeting. The committee was also informed that the underground water level went down from about 70-100 feet to up to 1,000 feet and termed it a worsening situation. Federal Minister for Food and Agriculture Nazar Muhammad Gondal said main reason was that the government provided cheaper power to Balochistan tube-wells and the people were extracting too much water. Cheaper power for Balochistan tube-wells was behind the going down of water level, he maintained. 

Ministry of Food and Agriculture Federal Water Cell Director General Muhammad Tahir Anwar informed the committee that there was no authentic organisation in the country to provide data on water. The ministry made an arrangement for expected water availability for any season but the supply of water was usually below the quantity and as a result it affected the crops’ production. The non-availability of authentic data on water also led to creation of disputes among provinces. He informed the committee that the main crops of the country required 93 million acres feet (MAF) water but usually 76 MAF water is available in the country. He suggested the committee that sprinkle irrigation was the best solution to water shortage in the country. He also asked for holistic approach to resolve the water issue in the country. 

The committee was also briefed about Cotton Vision 2015, in which cotton crops would be enhanced to 20.70 million bales. Pakistan is one of the top players in global cotton sector and improved its area, production, yield and quality since independence. The textile industry has also flourished accordingly to accommodate the domestic produce. The committee was informed that the country has witnessed main rises and falls in cotton production due to natural calamities and national and international market fluctuations. Being a progressive cotton producing country, Pakistan has given Cotton Vision 2015. 

The targets fixed in the cotton vision were based on growth rate in area, production and consumption and could have been achieved if some severe natural calamities had not affected the cotton crop in the past, especially cotton mealy bug, CLCV and the recent floods. 

In order to increase cotton production, the meeting was informed that the government’s focus on expanding cotton area in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces would enhance national production. Mass cultivation of approved Bt varieties would result in enhancing cotton productivity in the country. Acquiring Bt technology from international agencies would result in capacity-building and strengthening the research efforts. 

The committee was of the view that quality seed of high-yielding hybrid and Bt varieties with significant disease resistance might be made available for cultivation. Future of cotton areas in Balochistan and KP need to be taped for horizontal gain. 

The meeting was also informed that urea fertilizer sector was increasing prices too much without taking the government or any other department into confidence.

