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BY creating millions of acre feet of live storage for water on the six rivers of the region, India is violating the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT). 

On the completion by 2016 of the network of dams being constructed by our neighbour to the east, Pakistan stands to lose about 10MAF (million acre feet) of dead storage and an estimated 15MAF of live storage. This will have a seriously adverse effect on the country’s rabi and early kharif crops, creating the danger of plunging millions of people into famine. 

The basic problem lies in the manner in which the region was divided by the British in 1947. The incorrectness of the boundaries demarcated led first to the Kashmir dispute and now, with growing water issues could result in the two countries taking the path that leads to nuclear conflict in South Asia. India is building dozens of dams on each of the six rivers, particularly the Chenab and Jhelum rivers. In doing so, it is in the process of diverting millions of acre feet of dead storage and live storage water from Indian-administered Kashmir to Rajasthan, which will also be used to generate hydropower. This constitutes a violation of the IWT which provides for the generation of hydropower on run-of-the-river water only, with no live storage — not even in nominal terms. 

Under the terms of the treaty, the 827-foot high Barsar Dam ought not be built since it will create huge dead and live storage. Furthermore, India is drawing seepage water — which is actually the perennial river flow — of the rivers as groundwater through tube wells. This reduces the perennial flow to Pakistan. The flow of the River Chenab, for example, dropped from 21MAF to 14MAF after the construction of the Baglihar Dam. 

India is building large numbers of dams ranging from very high (827 feet and 475 feet) to medium and small dams on the rivers Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej and Beas, including on their tributaries in Indian-administered Kashmir. Together, these will have the effect of virtually stopping the perennial flow of water into Pakistan during a period of six to seven months that include the winter season. Not only will this be a blatant violation of the IWT and international laws on water rights of lower riparian areas, it will also amount to making Pakistan dry and, in the future, causing water losses that will deprive this country of its rabi and kharif crops. Our part of Punjab, which has a contiguous canal irrigation system that is amongst the largest in the world, will be turned into a desert. 

The network of dams India is constructing on the six rivers will inter-connect their perennial flows within the catchment area of Indian-administered Kashmir by using the full slope potential of each river. The network is planned to be completed by 2016. Meanwhile, in Pakistan, the Tarbela and Mangla dams have silted up by 6MAF. This lost storage requires replenishment under the IWT since this country gave the perennial flow of the three eastern rivers to India, receiving in exchange perennial stored water. 

The boundaries drawn by the British during the partition of India must not be allowed to be used in a manner that allows our water rights to be denied. All the canal head works, as well as the source of origin — Kashmir — of the six rivers were handed over to India. These ill-advised borders have already led to what amounts to mass killings in Indian-administered but Muslim majority Kashmir. Now, they are allowing India to use the natural water resource as a weapon against Pakistan. 

If this country faces famine and widespread hunger, which the loss of the rabi and kharif crops will almost certainly generate, the resultant situation could lead to a nuclear war at worst, and the conversion of this part of the world into a centre for terror activities at best. Seen in this light, the issues of water division and Kashmir concern not only Pakistan and India but the whole world as well. The 60-year-old United Nations’ resolution on Kashmir must be revisited, and India must immediately cease to violate the IWT. It behoves the international community to lobby with India in this regard, since at stake is Pakistan’s future and by extension, peace in the entire region.

