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It is quite astonishing that the Government of Pakistan is pluming itself on the verdict of the World Bank arbitrator on Baglihar Dam. This dam when constructed will play havoc with the economic and political stability and the ideological frontiers of Pakistan. Apart from huge water losses, it will also spell disaster for our defence. As it is, the construction of the dam violated the Indus Water Treaty and was downright illegal but our referring the water to a toothless international agency for arbitration was a grossly unwise step. India has once again hoodwinked the world and managed to get an illegal act – in fact, an international crime – ratified by the bank. Rejoicing over the verdict is both rash and simply dangerous. Our naïve response unfortunately implies that we are oblivious of the dangers that the dam poses and also of its consequence for the future. 
We should have figured out the true intentions of Bharat and acted accordingly. Because of our remissness Bharat, in sheer violation of the IWT, has already constructed sixteen big and small dams on the Chenab. Its excuse: people of the area are in acute need of electricity. When we challenged the legality of the project, Bharat grew more defiant and began surreptitiously to build dams, which hindered the run of the river.
The Indus Water Treaty (IWT) was signed in September 1960. It was agreed upon that Bharat would have the right to the waters of the rivers, Ravi, Sutlej and Beas while Pakistan would exercise complete control over Chenab, Jhelum and Indus. The agreement itself was lopsided. A military dictator had signed it without consulting anyone. Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah made the IWT issue one of the main planks of her election campaign against Ayub Khan. She was convinced that what had happened was terribly wrong and Pakistan had suffered a great blow because of it.
Bharat, however, did not abide even by this unilateral agreement. On the contrary. it went on flouting it and causing loss to Pakistan. We remained unaware or, perhaps, did not take adequate notice of these excesses. Taking advantage of our silence, Bharat succeeded in illegally constructing the Sallal Dam on the river Chenab.
Baglihar Dam is so huge a project that Bharat can, whenever it so desires, reduce our share of the water by 7000 cusecs per day. Bharat had started work on this dam in September 1999. Moreover, Bharat has built and is continuing to build a number of small hydel projects in Doda and on the northern section of the river. Baglihar has the potential to stop the water of the river for 20 to 25 days. It can also rob us of our water and store it in its dams for three months. Moreover, it would not lift a finger during the flood season to protect the low lying river areas of Pakistan. 
True to its mindset, it would fling open the sluice gates to aggravate the situation. If the waters are held back even for three months, they could cause incalculable harm to Pakistan’s agriculture.
Now let us see what Baglihar dam would mean for Pakistan from the defence point of view. The BRB canal, as we all know is of supreme importance as a line of defence. When the BRB canal frustrated Bharat’s hopes to capture Lahore, everyone suggested that a grand award be conferred on it for its defence of Lahore. The BRB is just one canal. Our entire frontier is in fact, dotted with a network of large and small canals which have contributed to the defence of the country as much as the armed forces. When the waters of our eastern rivers fell into the hands of Bharat as a result of the IWT, it was the river Chenab that kept the canal system running. In this context, the Marala headworks on the Chenab are of vital importance. It is through the Marala-Ravi link that the waters of the river are siphoned into the Ravi. The Ravi thus feeds the canal system along the entire border. The Marala headworks can function only if they receive a steady flow of water from the Chenab. If they do not, the whole canal system would come to a stand still. The lower Bari Doab canal would also run dry. The BRB canal provides water to Lahore and Kasur and the Dipalpur canal. The upper Chenab canal, moreover, irrigates the land and keeps functional the canal system, which dries up due to lack of water from the Ravi and Chenab.
If the waters of the Chenab are held back, the entire canal system would collapse and our defence system, too, would be paralysed. What amazes me is why water of such Himalayan magnitude did not enter the minds of our thinkers. If the flow of the Chenab is stopped, it would cause irreparable harm to the Lahore and Sialkot fronts. If the enemy were to succeed in doing so, it would in effect kill two birds with one stone. 
Whenever their tanks would want to trample Lahore, Gujranwala and Chunian, they would on the one hand stop the flow of water and kill our crops and on the other hand remove the water barrier in their path. In such circumstances, Pakistan would have to deploy many more soldiers and tanks to stop the Bharati tanks, which in the past had been halted by the BRB canal. This dangerous possibility may not be readily apparent in times of peace, but in the event of war India would not hesitate to exercise this option. Sad to say, even some of our highly educated people do not realise that the Chenab irrigates a sizable portion of our land and that we are dependent on it for our produce. The great geographical and strategic importance of this fact can be gauged from a statement of Mr Chakrawati, a Bharati Minister of irrigation. Mr Chakrawati had warned Pakistan in 2002 that Bharat did not recognise the World Bank as a director of the agreement and would pull out whenever it so desired and deprive Pakistan of water. Are we aware of this fact or are we deliberately closing our eyes to it? Bharat is storing water in every corner of Kashmir and has also disclosed its political intentions. But we have entangled ourselves in technical details. Bharat had not confined into intrusions to the Chenab, but had also begun work on the Wuller Barage on the Jhelum. Had the Mujahideen not blasted it, the barrage would have posed a huge problem. The Kishenganga projects are also underway and plans to block the waters of the Indus near Laiyya are also under active consideration. 
The question is why are our rulers keeping mum on this score since 1999. We should have ripped the heinous conspiracy in the bud. Why was no prompt action taken even when 80 per cent of the dam had been completed? Why was the matter taken instead to the World Bank? This step has turned out to be a boon for Bharat because the Bank after imposing a few perfunctory technical provisos has virtually given Bharat carte blanche in respect of the rivers. The supreme irony of it all is that we are calling an act of impardonable negligence a great victory. Bharat, thanks to the IWT, has transformed its deserts of Rajasthan into green field but is hellbent on reducing our fertile plains to barren desert.
Now that Bharat’s “right” to block our waters has been duly recognised. who is there to stop it from further encroachments? Should we rest on our laurels and wait for Bharat to commit new transgressions? Certainly not! It is a matter of life and death for us. Such ineptitude on our part will turn Pakistan into a desert, harm its defence and pave the way for Akhand Bharat. We should have to keep our cool, admit our faults and find a way out of this deadly situation. The first thing we need to admit is that we completely misconstrued the problem and thought it to be technical when it was in fact a political one and rushed to the World Bank to air our grievances. The matter ceased to be technical the very day Bharat violated the treaty and started the construction of the dam. Bharat threw all caution to the winds and began work on the dam. The issue is now a purely political one and closely interwoven with our defence. It can be resolved only through political dialogue. But if Bharat fails to respond in a positive way, we should be ready for war. 
To begin with, we should raise the Kashmir issue with all the boldness at our command and go back to square one. And before Bharat could decide to pull out of the Agreement we should declare that we are no longer a party to it because Bharat is using the IWT to gain its own questionable ends and to the detriment of Pakistan. We should demand that Bharat refrains from further violations and dismantle structures erected on our rivers. Short of this, all parleys with Bharat should come to a halt and the nation should gear up for war to wrest its rights.
