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On June 13, the Islamic Republic of Iran was subjected to a military assault by the Israeli regime. So far, more than 600 individuals have been martyred, and nearly 4,500 others wounded in these attacks. 
Critical civilian and military infrastructure – including hospitals and economic centres – have also been targeted. This raises a fundamental question: Why was this war initiated?
On the one side stands an illegal, apartheid regime with a long, bloody history of aggression, occupation and human rights abuses. It has attacked multiple Islamic nations and continues to occupy parts of their lands. This regime enjoys unwavering support from the US and other Western powers. On the other side is a sovereign Islamic nation – rooted in a civilisation thousands of years old – that has consistently advocated for peace, stability and unity in the region
and the world.
Israel claims that Iran seeks to develop nuclear weapons. This accusation – a recurring falsehood since the early 1990s – has been repeatedly voiced by Israeli leaders, who insist Iran is just ‘weeks away’ from acquiring a nuclear bomb. However, it is widely acknowledged that these claims lack any basis in fact. Iran’s nuclear programme has never deviated from peaceful purposes and has remained under continuous international oversight.
Indeed, Western powers have twice affirmed the peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme through formal agreements, most notably the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Under the JCPOA, Iran allowed extensive inspections by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), effectively closing the nuclear file. Yet in 2018, the Trump administration unilaterally and unlawfully withdrew from the agreement without justification.
In response, Iran took reciprocal measures, announcing that it would reduce its commitments until the other parties returned to full compliance. Even so, Iran did not expel IAEA inspectors or obstruct their work. The IAEA has consistently confirmed that Iran's nuclear activities remain peaceful.
During former US president Biden’s term, negotiations resumed within the P5+1 framework. However, Western inaction led to a stalemate. In turn, the Iranian parliament authorised increased uranium enrichment. With Donald Trump’s return to office, the US once again sought negotiations. A respectful request was sent from the US president to Iran’s Supreme Leader through the UAE government. Iran agreed to talks, but – given past experience – insisted on a neutral mediator. Oman was chosen as the host, and five rounds of talks were held.
A sixth round was scheduled for June 15 in Muscat. However, the Israeli regime’s attack on June 13 effectively ended the processThese desperate moves by Israel and the US reveal several key truths: one, the core conflict between Iran and Israel is not about nuclear weapons. How can a regime that already possesses nuclear arms – and lacks international recognition – presume to police the peaceful nuclear programmes of other nations?
Two, the fundamental issue is Iran’s steadfast support for Palestinian resistance and its opposition to Israel’s expansionist and oppressive policies. Three, the US government has proven itself unreliable, resorting to any means to pursue its interests. American leaders have made it clear they prioritise Israeli objectives over their own national interests. This became evident when, faced with Israel’s growing vulnerability against Iran, the US directly intervened by attacking Iranian nuclear sites.
The direct involvement of the US in a conflict with Iran is not without precedent. In the later stages of the war imposed by Saddam Hussein, the US government, after witnessing the military successes of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 1987, was compelled to intervene directly and launched attacks on Iranian ships and even a civilian passenger plane.
This time, however, the US intervention did not go unanswered. The Islamic Republic of Iran, which has made it clear that any aggression against its territory and sovereignty will be met with a response, targeted American military installations at the Al Udeid base in Qatar.
This operation showcased the real strength and tactical capability of Iran’s armed forces, leading to the retreat and setback of hegemonic powers. It also forced certain regional countries to act as intermediaries in pursuit of a ceasefire.
From Iran’s perspective, neither the US nor Israel has the legitimacy to act as self-appointed global policemen. The recent actions of Trump and Netanyahu have inflicted severe damage on global peace, security and the international system. They have demonstrated that their ambitions are boundless and pose a danger to the world as a whole.
This significant victory is credited to the leadership of the Supreme Leader, the sacrifices made by the military, the strong unity of the Iranian people, and the sincere support and prayers from the Islamic world and the honourable people of Pakistan.With hope for final victory ahead.The writer is Iran’s ambassador to Pakistan.

