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Trygve Halvdan Lie

Trygve Halvdan Lie (1896-1968), Norwegian statesman, who became the first secretary-general of the United Nations. He was born in Oslo and educated at the university there. In 1945 he was chairman of the Norwegian delegation to the UN Conference held at San Francisco, and in 1946 the organisation elected him secretary-general. He held that post until 1953, when he returned to Norway; subsequently he served in the Norwegian cabinet.
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Dag Hammarskjöld 

Dag Hammarskjöld (1905-1961), Swedish statesman and United Nations official, who served as UN secretary-general for more than eight years.

Hammarskjöld was born in Jönköping on July 29, 1905, and educated at the universities of Uppsala and Stockholm. He served as undersecretary of the department of finance of the Swedish government and as a member of the economic advisory board from 1936 to 1946, when he entered the diplomatic service as finance specialist in the foreign office. Hammarskjöld was a member and chief of the Swedish delegation to the UN in 1952 and early 1953. On April 7, 1953, he was elected secretary-general of the UN; he served in that post until his death in a plane crash in Africa in September 1961, while on a mission concerning a separatist movement in the Republic of the Congo (now the Democratic Republic of the Congo).




[image: image3.jpg]


U Thant 

U Thant (1909-1974), Burmese statesman and United Nations secretary-general.

Born on January 22, 1909, in Pantanaw, Burma (now known as Myanmar), Thant was educated at the University of Rangoon (now known as the University of Yangon), after which he was senior master (1928-1931) and headmaster (1931-1947) of Pantanaw National High School. In 1947, after the Burmese constituent assembly voted for independence from Great Britain, Thant became press director of the interim government. Following the establishment (1948) of Burma’s independence, he held the posts of director of broadcasting (1949), secretary in the ministry of information (1949-1953), and secretary to the prime minister (1953-1957). In 1952 he was also a member of the Burmese delegation to the United Nations; he became his country’s permanent UN representative in 1957. Following the death of UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld in 1961, Thant was elected to complete Hammarskjöld’s term, and was reelected in 1966; he resigned in December 1971.
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Kurt Waldheim

Kurt Waldheim (1918- ), Austrian president (1986-1992) and diplomat, who served as the fourth secretary-general of the United Nations (1972-1981). Born near Vienna and educated at the Diplomatic Academy and Vienna University, he joined the Austrian consular service in 1945, and his first foreign assignment was as first secretary in the embassy at Paris (1948-1951). He subsequently held high posts in the ministry of foreign affairs in Vienna from 1951 to 1955 and from 1960 to 1964, and served as minister and then ambassador to Canada (1956-1960).

Having held the post of Austrian foreign minister from 1968 to 1970, Waldheim was the unsuccessful candidate of the conservative People’s Party for the Austrian presidency in 1971. Late that year, however, his long career at the United Nations, which began with the admission of Austria to membership in 1958, was climaxed by his election in 1971 to a five-year term as secretary-general, succeeding the retiring Myanmar diplomat U Thant on January 1, 1972. He was elected to another five-year term in 1976. Seeking an unprecedented third term in 1981, Waldheim was vetoed by China during 16 rounds of balloting before he withdrew.
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Javier Pérez de Cuéllar

Javier Pérez de Cuéllar (1920- ), Peruvian diplomat and fifth secretary-general of the United Nations (UN) from 1982 to 1991. Born in Lima and educated at the Catholic University there, he joined the diplomatic corps in 1944. He was raised to ambassadorial rank in 1962 and served in Switzerland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics before becoming Peru’s permanent representative to the United Nations from 1971 to 1975. He was with the UN peacekeeping mission in Cyprus from 1975 through 1977 and in 1979 became an undersecretary. In December 1981 he was elected secretary general as a compromise candidate, succeeding the Austrian diplomat Kurt Waldheim. His first term had few major accomplishments, but after winning reelection in 1986, he negotiated an end to the Iran-Iraq war (1980-1988) and helped free Americans and other Westerners held hostage in Lebanon. He declined to run for a third term in 1991. In 1995 Pérez de Cuéllar ran for president of Peru; he was defeated by incumbent Alberto Fujimori.
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Boutros Boutros-Ghali

Boutros Boutros-Ghali (1922- ), United Nations (UN) secretary-general from 1992 to 1996, born in Egypt, educated at the Sorbonne and at Columbia University. After a career as a law professor and journalist, Boutros-Ghali served as Egypt’s minister of state from 1977 to 1991 and then as Egypt’s deputy prime minister. A skilled diplomat, he accompanied Egyptian president Anwar al-Sadat on Sadat’s historic trip to Israel in 1977 and played a major role in the Camp David talks that led to the 1979 Arab-Israeli peace accord. Fluent in French, English, and Arabic, and a specialist on Third World development, he wrote essays on the unequal distribution of wealth between rich and poor countries and on the relationship of water conservation to political stability in Africa and the Middle East. Boutros-Ghali was influential in resolving several African conflicts and in helping to secure the release of South African political activist Nelson Mandela from a South African prison in 1990.

Nominated by the UN Security Council in November 1991 to become the UN’s sixth secretary-general, he was both the first African and the first Arab ever nominated to that post. He succeeded Javier Pérez de Cuéllar of Peru on January 1, 1992, for a five-year term. Boutros-Ghali faced not only financial challenges within the United Nations but also world economic, ethnic, and environmental problems during a time when the United Nations was expected to play a key post-Cold War role in ensuring collective security and in settling regional disputes.

In 1996 the United States vetoed his candidacy for a second term.
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Kofi Annan

Kofi Annan (1938- ), secretary-general of the United Nations (UN), born in Ghana and educated in the United States. The first UN secretary-general from sub-Saharan Africa, Annan began serving his first five-year term in 1997. In 2001 the UN General Assembly unanimously elected him to a second term, beginning in 2002. Annan shared the 2001 Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of his accomplishments as UN secretary-general.

Annan was born in Kumasi, Ghana. In 1961 he received a bachelor’s degree in economics from Macalester College in Saint Paul, Minnesota. After ten years of service with the UN, he attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he received a master’s degree in management in 1972.




