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he column on Fox News (The
News, Dec 20, 2004) elicited
some mnereming responses. The
ones from across the Atlantic
tended to accuse me of an “anti-Ameri-
can” bias and of spreading “hate” - an as-
sessment [ can't really agree with. In
that context, I thought that this week it
would be appropriate to run a letter that
I wrote some time ago to an American
friend who was with me in college many
years ago. This letter was written after

2| the US attacks on Afghanistan had al-

ready commenced and while the cam-
paign for moving into Iraq had started,
the actual war had not yet begun. I hope
the rest of the missive is self-explana-
tory. So without t‘am;her ado here's my
letter to Joe.

Dear Joe,

Believe it or not, I was actually ex-
pecting that you'd be writing in re-
sponse to that particular John Pilger
anttcle Isentloall. (8o ltrsisde $f1 dm .

Wﬂlﬂdt&e‘%&ﬂtmwm

Yzm masunderstand where I'm
coming from. Having lived and stud-
ied in America, I do appreciate all the
great things about the States, I really
do. I won't list them here otherwise
this email wowld get just too long -
but, let me repeat, I veally do appre-
ciate them. But that appreciation
does not mean that I can’t comment
on the negatives either - it’s that old
freedom of expression thing. Just like
the US has the right to comment on
the world, the world has the right to
commeni on it. If the US government
criticises Saddam Hussein, does that
mean it hates Iraq the country itself
and all Iraqis too? I hope not.

Similarly, if I criticise US govern-
ment policies, it does not mean I hate
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the US itself or Americans either. It
only means that I disagree with cer-
tain policies and the particular peo-
ple making them. Alse, my criticising
American policies and the American
government does not prevent me from
criticising Pakistani policies and the
Pakistani government, and, believe
me, I do plenty of that too. Even the
best place in the world (which, in
many ways, the US is) can work to be-
come an even better place.

It's not an “either/or” case (unlike
what Bush told Musharraf post-
September 11 “either you're with us
orongasnst as"welby; ak it
shoutleln't-be. Things twe: m;bkwkand
white and are often grey - the truth is
usually quite complex, as you your-
self say. For instance, I am in vehe-

ment disagreement with the de-

testable September 11 attacks -
nothing, absolutely nothing can jus-
tify them - but I also oppose the
reprisal attacks on Afghanistan by the
US and its allies which have resulted
in more civilians being killed than
died on September 11 — these civil-

ian casualties are continuing to this

day.

In the mainstream American
media (and especially television
which is the instant purveyor of
“truth”, not just domestically in the US
but globally as well), you must admit,
you usually only get one side of the
picture (if I'm wrong about that, let

The average American is decent honest kind, friendly and
good-hearted. But the US Government pohaes are often debatable q{

e know). So if I pass on certain ar-

picture (since the mainstream is al-
ready doing a good job of giving us
the “official” uncritical interpretation
of events, I don't feel the need to cir-
culate articles which are in agree-
mend with them and with which I may
even agree). It is not with the inten-
tion of spreading “hate” but with the
hope that the scope of the discussion is
broadened a bit. I may not even agree
with everything in those articles (1
probably agree with much. but not
necessarily all of it - and in some
cases perhaps only a little bit) - but if
you don't hear the opposing point of
view how unuyau know what it is?
One can't be the defence lawyer,

prosecu:m—, Judge, Jury and exvecu-

tioner all by one’s lonesome self One
can’t hide one’s head. in the sand and.
tell oneself that everything is right
w:m this world - which is what the
P e dtn ADas Hoing in

tk& . fm.mmxmmam. i

‘you earlier written by Booker Prize-
winning novelist and social activist
Arundhati Roy. I really would like to
hear from you as to what exactly was
so threatening or dangerous about
those Arundhati Roy articles that not
a single American paper or maga-

zine was willing to publish them,
whereas they had seen print all over
the vest of the world, including Eu-

rope.

You may think the writings/edito-
rials/commentaries I'm sending out
are me “carping at the world” and
that this is not “constructive”. But I
like to think that as a citizen of the
world I am free to disseminate infor-
mation in the hope that people start
JSorming more informed opinions —
which may mot be mine and that’s
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+ fine as long as they have been shaped
uiclespresemngtheotkerside qfth .

by keeping as mamy facts and oppos-
thg points of view in front of them as
possible (all these viewpoints can be -
completely rejected also, of course,
bui they should be discarded only
after due consideration).

If, for instance, you are writing to
your Senators, as you say you are,
and if even a smidgeon of informa-
tion gleaned from any of the pieces I
sent you has worked itself into your
correspondence then I think the arti-
cles were indeed useful. I may not
write to a US Senator directly but by
writing to you, a person who is writ-
ing to the Senator, I'd like to think I'm
being of some use. After all, the US
government does derive its power
JSrom the people and you're “the peo-

ple”.

Look, I think the average Ameri-

_can s decent, honest, kind, friendly

and good-hearted. But US Govern-
ment.polictestare gften-deitituble.
This s what wetvetnying tode have
an open and frank debate about US
policies and somewhere along the
line, hopefully, a greater understand-
ing can be reached. Buf if there is no
debaite there never will be a solution
or a meeting of the minds. In that re-
gard, I would love to receive articles
or thoughts from you which would
broaden my own horizons. For in-
stance, I would really be inierested in
knowing what you're writing to your
Senators and Congressmen about.

And, of course, our friendship is
not affected and hopefully never will
be affected.

All the best,

Khusro

Postscript: Joe never did tell me what
he wrote to the Senator but we continue
to be friends.



