The US Muslim voter: part

merican Muslims remain po-

litically pre-pubescent. They

tried to come of age in the 2000

idential election with the first-

ever Muslim bloc vote but 9/ 11 effec-

tively demoted them besides serving

to asphyxiate their civil rights. Mus-

lims are essentially America’s lepers,

_ despite the semblance of normalcy
that people try hard to maintain.

With the presidential election loom-
ing ahead what should the suspected,
the shunned, the frisked and the

- frowned on, do?

In 2000, American Muslim leaders
dreamt t(l)1f 2 million Muslim voters
fkex:rtl' E eir political muscle and it
w Bush campaign that under-
stood their potential power. Or was it
just serendipity? Gore had presided
on the committee that had passed the
Law of Secret Evidence and Bush
vowed to do-away with it in a presi-
dential debate. The Muslim bloc vote
materialized and the rest is history.

The paradigm has not just shifted
since then; it has been rocked into
oblivion. The Patriot Act makes all
other legislation look like play and
now that Patriot Act II is on the hori-
zon, Americans are really in a state of
disorientation for it is easy to see past
the thin veneer of democracy and con-
frontan absolutist government. Kerry
creamed his competition in the first
Esesidential debate and he and

wards have been able to effectively
convey that the Bush government is
engaged in the wrong war at the
wrong time with the wrong enemy.

It is fallacious to think that foreign
policy is the only concern of the Ameri-
can Muslim voter. Education, health
care, taxes, jobs and their outsourcing

058 1l/klew

concern all Americans, and actually
affect the American Muslim in per-
haps a more fundamental manner
than the war in Iraq. 9/11 served as
the great equalizer and now Iraq, Af-
hanistan, Iran, Israel and Palestine
ave all moved into the average
American’s consciousness.

Many sound bytes were spentin the
first presidential debate on the eradi-
cation of terrorism. Though presiden-
tial and articulate most of the time,
Kerry insulted the viewer by his sim-
plistic “ I will hunt down and kill the
terrorists” statement. One immedi-
ately envisions Kerry in a coonskin
hat and a gun darting around in the
woods. Perhaps the less mentally en-
dowed voter needs those basic state-
ments to comprehend and connect. In
the Iraq exit strategy it made sense to
reach out to the Muslim world, create
a larger coalition and isolate the ex-
tremists. And yet, he still skirted the
central issue as did Bush.

In the vice-presidential debate,
when asked about the Israel-Pales-
tine issue, Edwards’ indignation ap-
peared boundless. Israel, ﬁg said, did
not just have a right but a duty to
defend itself and it was so tragic that
Israeli children were dying and that if
theunilateral attempt of Israel to with-
draw from the Gaza strip were re-
sisted, the use of any means was jus-
tifiable. And though the question was
about Israel and Palestine, he self-
righteously went on about bringing
Saudi Arabia and Iran to task. This

segment was as violently anti-Mus-
lim as it could possibly have been.
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Muslims must play the political
system. Pouting and passivity
are as bad collectively as they
are for individuals.

John Edwards has lost his sense of
justice or developed pre-Alzheimer’s

dementia. The displacement of the,

Palestinian people, the wanton kill-

ing in Sabra and Shatila, the razing of

homes with people still in them with
tanks financed by the American tax-
payer, the Apache helicopter gun-
ship attacks on a defenseless people is
beyond unconscionable. Ancffot ink
that they would not defend them-
selves with suicide bombing is inane.

And like I said, Muslims are cer-
tainly current day lepers. After all,
Palestinian children killed by high
tech weaponry are not to be mourned
and only Israeli deaths are to be
avenged. Theirlives are inconsequen-
tial; lepers are not whole to start with,
so how does it matter if all of them
die?

Just a couple of days prior to the
vice-presidential debate, I had gotten
ayardsignthatsaid “Kerry / Edwards:
for a stronger America” At this point
in the debate, I almost ran out to pull
out the sign, but was sto%ped,in time
by my daughter, wiser than her ten-
der 17 years. “Muslims must learn to
play the political system,” she said.

2
inc
for
mc

4
cel
du
de
11
fle
to
or
=
&
22

D R e DR RN

—a i in gl



ticipate or pout?

N

And just as they acted cohesively,
incidentally very atypical behavior
for Muslims, 9/11 happened and the
monstrous Patriot Act shattered lives
in every corner of the nation.

As far as the Muslim voter is con-
cerned, Bush’s policieshad effectively
dug his grave. The two presidential
debates just sealed his coffin tight.
The American political system is
flawed not only in that it has the Elec-
toral College system and not one-man
one-vote but also that the two party
system is so entrenched that voting
for a third like Ralph Nader is like
giving one’s vote to the conservatives.

Muslims were not wooed in the
2000 election; Bush happened to give
them audience. In the 2004 election,
just the word Muslim is cause for
adrenaline release. Neither campai
wants the tarnish, for the race is tight
already and even though there is a
large representation of Muslims in
key so-called battleground states such
asOhioand Florida, neither campaign
has made tangible moves to win Mus-
lim votes.

Neither presidential candidate ap-
Kleared at ISNA, the Islamic Society of

orth America convention in Sep-
tember this year where 25,000 Mus-
lims had congregated, nor did either
show up at APPNA, the Association
of Pakistani Physicians of North
America convention held in Wash-
ington DC in July, even though the
Kerry campaign had been promised a
tidy sum in fund-raising at APPNA. It
underscores the extent to which the
Muslims have become political hot

potatoes.

In contrast the Jewish lobby moulds
the winner. In election after election,
the Jewish vote has proven itself to be
organized, unified and monied.
AIPAC, the American Israeli Public
Affairs Committee is second only to
the National Rifle Associationin terms
of power on the Hill. Not surprising,
then, to see Edwards” apoplexy in
responding to a question about Israel
and Palestine.

The sole truism that Musharraf has
uttered has been in regard to deter-
mining the root cause of terrorism;
perhaps he got his cue from Malay-
sia’s Mahat%\ir Mohammed. Kerry
should shelve his coonskin hat and
gun and Bush need not give more
teeth to the Patriot Act. The central
issue is the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict; until the day that America is able
to be the unbiased arbiter, arming
both sides, vetoing UN resolutions on
merit and not favouritism, creating
the Palestinian state now rather than
depending on sundry contingencies,
terrorism will continue unabated
worldwide.

Muslim votershave notbeen wooed
and they should not pursue a bloc
vote. Participate they must. If Bush is
given a second term, there shall not
justbe more of the same, there shall be
the enactment of Patriot Act II, wors-
ening terrorism worldwide, civil war
in Iraq, sagging of the economy and
emboldened neo-conservatives
which, in and of itself, can spell disas-
ter. Sairah is right; Muslims must play
the political system. Pouting and pas-
sivity are as Ead collectively as they
are for individuals.
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