Open letter to US ambassador
By Feryal Ali Gauhar

YOUR Excellency, There comes a time in a nation’s life when its sense of dignity and purpose must be reclaimed from the morass of despair into which it may have fallen. In the history of this nation, of which I am a proud citizen, that hour of reclamation came on Feb 18 this year.

That there have been efforts to rob us of this moment of rebirth is clear from the sinister machinations which have taken place behind closed doors and behind barricades forged of the most hardened metal. That there has been resistance to these manoeuvrings makes me prouder still, and gives me the courage to write to you, a representative of the ‘most powerful country on earth’, and to speak my truth clearly, and with humility.

It was not too long ago that I received in my mail a document entitled ‘The break-up of the colonial empire and its implications for US security’. I would like to present here the gist of what this amazingly prophetic document presaged.

In a nutshell, this paper stated that the growth of nationalism in some areas of the world has serious implications for US military and economic security. It goes on to pontificate on the unfortunate turn of events which could lead to great difficulty in the acquisition of raw materials, markets and military footholds in case this rising sense of nationalism actually results in the attainment of national sovereignty. It goes on to lament the possibility that in such a situation these “sovereign states” would be free to choose their future alignments politically, militarily and economically.

Your Excellency, this document was circulated by the Central Intelligence Agency as a paper marked ‘Confidential’ on Sept 3, 1948, almost exactly a year after the great subcontinent of India was divided into two separate nation states. That it still resonates with the power dynamics which exist today is a reflection not only of the persistence of imperialist destinies enacted by your country, the United States of America, it also reflects on the sad history of my country whose geography has seemed to spell its destiny. Yet, sixty years after the formulation of this intelligence report, and sixty years after the formation of this state, there seems to have been a paradigmatic shift in the way we view things, at least in this country if not yours.

You see, Your Excellency, the people of Pakistan seem to have finally seen the light which you and your predecessors have desperately tried to show us and other ‘faltering states’ which knew nothing but conquests by marauding hordes, dictatorships and inequity and injustice. This seemed to be the unfortunate lot of the ‘underdeveloped’, grappling with complex issues such as justice and fair-play, and even more esoteric concepts such as ‘liberty and free will’, two of the several principles enshrined in the document referred to as the Declaration of Independence signed by the illustrious sons of the newly decolonised United States of America in 1776.

In the eighteenth century it was the American Revolution which brought hope to the colonised. Colonial subjects resisting the metropolis revered that declaration, referring to it as the prototypical articulation of freedom from oppression and the coercive policies of colonialism. Certainly, the words of Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson found an echo in the hearts of the many countries which had formed a part of some hegemony or the other over the past several centuries.

Just to remind you, I am quoting from the preamble to this wonderful text: “When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.”

This document elaborates in fair detail the causes which “impel” a nation to break those bonds which do not honour the separate and equal status of independent states. It insists that all peoples have the right to pursue Life, Liberty and Happiness, and that “… to secure these rights, governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundations on such principles and organising its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness…. When a long train of abuses and usurpations … evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government and to provide new guards for their future security….”

Your Excellency, the people of Pakistan are entitled to forming such a government, having chosen to reject the one which claimed to speak in the name of the nation but which centred its policies on preserving its own interests. On our borders the people have spoken, lamenting the destruction of homes and indiscriminate killing of the innocent. In our villages the people have spoken, enduring the hunger imposed upon them by men in well-cut suits. In the cities the people have spoken, suffering the darkness which has descended upon them by flawed policies designed by those who now claim to be ignorant of the writing on the wall.

It is my humble submission, Your Excellency, that you listen to these voices and not to those which have woven sinister designs of hegemonic control over my homeland and the region in which my home is situated. Sixty years ago we cut the cord that tied us to the British Empire; it is time the inheritors of the post-colonial world shaped their own destiny and stood up to masters disguised as friends.
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