Decoding Donald Trump 
Trump operates overtly, whereas his predece-ssors acted somewhat discreetly. 
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Understanding President Trump is the new pandemic. Everyone has a viewpoint about him - whether as a relentless force for American revival or an erratic disruptor. Supporters praise his unapologetic pursuit of ‘America First’ while critics label him unpredictable, outrageous, and a master of U-turns. A few see method in his madness but struggle to define either. From Europe to Asia, murmurs of ‘nonsensical policies’ follow Trump’s decisions. Allies like Canada view him as economically threatening, with 91 per cent of Canadians calling him ‘arrogant’. Yet domestically, 90 per cent of Republicans and 29 per cent of Democrats consistently back him - a polarisation that defines his legacy.
Those baffled by Trump’s trade wars forget that tariffs were his signature policy from day one. His first-term clashes with China and allies framed economics as national security.
Meanwhile, some hope for his impeachment as astrologers speculate about his premature 2025–2027 exit over health or legal woes. Some analysts draw Nixon-era parallels, anticipating drama, yet Trump sells ‘2028 caps’, hinting at a loophole to term limits. Analysts are scrutinising the way Trump speaks, what he says, and how he effortlessly changes his mind. Equally intriguing is his enviable ability to convince. Trump’s tweets and policy whiplash strain global ties. For instance, India scrambles to adjust its foreign policy - while China, Canada, and Norway push back. Seemingly, Moscow’s defiance of Ukraine irks Trump the most. Putin seems to know Trump’s limitations. It is then no surprise that he is treating fiery exchanges between Trump and Medvedev as ‘business as usual’.
The Truth? None of the previous US Administrations were willing to relinquish Washington’s grip on power - whether abroad or at home. Every President has promoted and protected the nation’s interests, from strengthening the dollar and accommodating multinational corporations to securing energy corridors and shielding Israel from threats. All have adhered to a foreign policy shaped by national interests, global power dynamics, and ideological principles. Each Administration has taken pride in advocating democracy and human rights. Regardless of which Party holds power, Washington’s paramount concerns remain unchanged: safeguarding economic and trade interests, ensuring national security, and maintaining military dominance. Since World War II, the US has positioned itself as a neighbour to every nation, extending its influence in all directions. The pursuit of democracy, the defence of freedom, and the imposition of “peace” worldwide have been enduring missions.
Is Trump on a different path? Does he not also seek to preserve America’s status as the sole superpower? The difference lies not in intent but in method. Trump operates overtly, whereas his predecessors acted somewhat discreetly.
A closer look at the last four US Administrations would reveal the stark similarities in policies, particularly in the foreign policy realm. For instance, Bush invaded Iraq, expanded surveillance, and opted out of the Kyoto Protocol. Obama struck Libya and started drone strikes while brokering the Iran nuclear deal. Biden ended the Afghanistan war, albeit chaotically, but ramped up strikes on ISIS and increased climate pledges. Trump escalated trade wars, banned Muslim-majority travel, and mocked climate action - only for Biden to reverse it all. Bush launched large-scale invasions and established post-9/11 security frameworks. Obama shifted to drone warfare and light-footprint interventions but expanded global strikes. Biden focused on alliances while ending ‘forever wars’ but faced backlash over Afghanistan. Trump emphasised ‘America First’, scaling back troop deployments but escalating trade conflicts.
There is a pattern which has been followed by each President - intentionally or unintentionally.
Biden ordered over five hundred airstrikes globally targeting ISIS and Houthi rebels. Trump sent B-2 bombers to destroy Iran’s nuclear facilities. Biden provided over $ 75 billion in military and humanitarian aid after Russia’s 2022 invasion, while Trump has threatened Russia to take the nuclear route if Moscow didn’t stop the war. Interestingly, Trump negotiated with the Taliban but left implementation to Biden and Obama’s Climate Rules were reversed by Trump only to be reversed again by Biden. Trump continued the drone attacks started by Obama, and again restricted entry from several Muslim-majority countries. Biden also reversed Trump’s policies, revoked the Muslim Ban, rejoined the WHO and the Paris Climate Accord and set goals for carbon-free electricity and net zero emissions. Trump said goodbye to Climate Change during the first few weeks of his second term - perhaps to be reversed by his successor.
The fact remains: each US President would project power differently but always prioritised America’s dominance. Trump’s successors will likely reverse his ongoing policies too - because that’s how America works. In essence, Trump is no different from his predecessors insofar as promoting and projecting America’s national interest is concerned. Probably, following the pattern, his successors will find ‘different’ ways to do so while ‘appropriately’ reversing his ‘policies’ on certain matters of concern. Hence, there is no need to understand Trump. It is an exercise in futility. He is as good or bad for the world as his predecessors were. Instead, there is a need to refresh our memory about what the US stands for.
The wisdom? Let us stop analysing Trump and understand America instead. Trump is not an anomaly - he is simply a product of the US superpower logic. Whether loved or loathed, his actions align with a timeless truth: America protects its interests, whatever the cost. In other words, the world’s task is not to decipher Trump – it is to remember what the US always stands for. It was Joe Biden and not Donald Trump, who said – ‘We are America, second to none, and we own the finish line. Don’t forget it.’
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