Road accidents claimed 432 lives in 2007

By Shafiq Sharif

LAHORE: At least 432 people, including women, were killed and 574 people were injured in 798 road accidents in the city last year. Out of the said number. 105 people were killed and 145 were injured by buses, trucks and trolleys, police data revealed.

Out of 798 accidents, 406 proved fatal, 322 non-fatal and in 70 instances only vehicles were damaged. These accidents involved 70 wagons, 12 coasters, 99 buses, 116 trucks, 69 tractors, 64 motorcycles, 213 cars, 11 Jeeps, 2 taxis, 49 pickups, 25 motorcycle rickshaws and 67 other vehicles.

Out of 406 fatal accidents, 366 accidents had taken place on city roads and 40 on highways. Similarly, out of 322 non-fatal road accidents, 303 had occurred on city roads while 19 on national highways. 

Out of 432 people killed, 385 had died in accidents that happened in the city and 47 died in accidents on national highways. Out of the 574 injured, 521 had been injured in accidents that took place in the city while 53 had been injured in accidents that happened on national highways. 

Traffic Engineering and Planning Agency chief engineer Khushhal Khan Khatak accidents mostly took place due to over speeding, negligence of drivers and encroachments on the roads. 

“The city roads can bear between 15 and 20 million trips a day and there are 2 million vehicles in the city. With the available capacity, we can meet the city’s road infrastructure needs, but the lack of road sense among drivers is the main hurdle in handling the traffic. Setting up driving schools of international standards and hiring trained drivers can help reduce the number of accidents,” he said and added that by constructing roads the traffic problems would not end.

Chief traffic officer (CTO) Ghulam Mehmood Dogar said the basic function of the traffic police was to enforce traffic laws. He also said that most of the accidents happened because of over speeding. “The use of cell phones while driving has increased the number of accidents several times,” he said.

Dogar said the city traffic police had launched several educational campaigns to raise awareness among citizens about traffic rules. He said the city police was responsible for issuing driving licence to only those people who were eligible. He said the system of issuing licence was safe and hardly anyone could get a fake driving licence now.

The CTO said abrupt turns and poor geometric conditions were also responsible for road accidents.

