Tourism picked up last year
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MADRID, Jan 17: Global tourism bounced back from the world financial crisis with unexpected vigour, surging almost 7.0 per cent last year compared to 2009, the UN World Tourism Organisation said on Monday. 
“Tourism has once again proved to be a highly resilient sector,” UNWTO Secretary-General Taleb Rifai said in announcing the results.

“Boosted by improved economic conditions worldwide, international tourism has recovered faster than expected from the impacts of the global financial crisis and economic recession of late 2008 and 2009,” the Madrid-based body said in a statement.

It said international tourist arrivals were up by 6.7 per cent, or 58 million, at 935 million compared to 2009 “with positive growth reported in all world regions.” The figure was higher than the pre-crisis level of 913 million in 2008.

“While all regions posted growth in international tourist arrivals, emerging economies remain the main drivers of this recovery,” it said. —AFP

