Educational institutions unaware of security limitations

* Security apparatus salesman says most customers opt for cheaper equipment 
* Says walkthrough scanners are most popular, in short supply

By Hussain Kashif

LAHORE: Government and private educational institutions are scrambling to purchase security technology — such as walkthrough scanners, metal detectors and CCTV cameras — in light of the Punjab governmentnt’s security guidelines, but are unaware of the limitations of this equipment.

The government and security agencies have asked the school administrations to install security apparatus at their campuses without bothering to check the quality of these appliances despite the lives of hundreds of students and staff depending on this equipment.

Cheaper option: Talking to Daily Times, a salesman working at a security equipment shop on Hall Road said there was a large variation in the prices and capability of the security devices available. He said most customers were buying middle and lower grade security equipment and concentrating on purchasing CCTV cameras and metal detectors despite these devices lacking the capability to trace explosives and other sophisticated weaponry. He said the handheld metal detectors and CCTV cameras were being imported from China and Taiwan, while walkthrough gates were being imported from Western countries.

Shortage: “We are facing an acute shortage of walkthrough gates due to the increase in their demand after the terror attack on the university in Islamabad. The customers seeking the gates and other security equipment have to stand in queues at our shop to buy the devices but those seeking the gates have to wait at least a week before the device is delivered,” he added. “Despite the popularity of the walkthrough gates, most of them lack the capability to trace explosives and would not register any abnormality if the terrorist was not carrying any metal. The most expensive walkthrough gates have the capability to track explosives but customers rarely purchase extremely expensive devices,” he added.

Security technology expert and former project manager of E-Government Directorate from the Ministry of Information Technology Noman Ahmed Shah told Daily Times that high caliber, military grade walkthrough gates could be purchased for anywhere from Rs 5 million to Rs 300 million. He said only security agencies and high profile organizations would consider spending so much money, adding most educational institutions were only buying the middle and low-grade equipment. “The middle grade security equipment can easily be cheated. One can easily carry the raw explosives into a campus and use a mobile phone to detonate them without any of the abovementioned technology being helpful,” he added.
