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A suicide bomber attacked a passenger bus in Karachi; ISIS has declared a caliphate in Syria and Iraq forcing the minorities to flee; Israeli forces launch airstrikes in a Gaza school; Boko Haram forces minorities to flee from their homes; ISIS beheads 15 Iraqi soldiers; the US war on terror brings civilian deaths in Iraq; the Tehreek-e-Taliban massacres 143 school children in Peshawar.
These are familiar stories running in the media. Some are fighting in the name of religion while some are fighting to end terror; beneath it are only the innocents who die. I am writing this article not to question the war on terror started by the US which has till date brought only civilian deaths. Neither am I questioning the helplessness of the UN when their own schools are bombarded by Israel, unleashing a wave of terror in Gaza.
My concern are the people killing innocents in the name of religion; defaming the school of Islam and calling themselves, ‘The soldiers of Islam.’ I am here to learn and filter the minds who believe that Islam is about terrorism. My concern goes from Syria to Pakistan and the war of agencies who on one side feed such extremist/terrorist organizations and later leave them to feed on innocent blood.
If one follows global news networks, it would seem as though all terrorists were indeed Muslims. It has even become axiomatic in some circles to chant: “Not all Muslims are terrorists, but nearly all terrorists are Muslims.” Terrorism is when innocent people are specifically targeted to instil fear within a population. It is categorically prohibited in Islam. The present era of our history has been blemished by indiscriminate violence in almost every society. The loss of innocent life has become extremely commonplace. Unfortunately, due to the actions of some ignorant Muslims as well as biased reporting in the media, Muslims have come to be associated with terrorism. However, the appropriate question to be asked is: “Do Islamic teachings promote terrorism?” As a matter of fact, Islam and terrorism are precise opposites; the very name, Islam, denotes peace and submission. The fundamentals of Islam direct its followers to maintain and promote peace throughout the world.
In no way does Islam condone hijackings, hostage taking, and the torture and killing of innocent people in order to achieve particular goals. All religions and ideologies have misguided followers, and it is unjust to judge the faith by the behaviour of these people.
Former World Heavyweight boxing champion, Muhammad Ali, at the telethon benefit concert, September 21, 2001 said, “I’m a Muslim. I’ve been a Muslim for 20 years. I want the world to know the truth about Islam. I wouldn’t be here to represent Islam if it were the way the terrorists make it look... Islam is for peace.”
There is no argument to declare that the Muslim community is perfect. It has countless negative elements. However, consider this a request from a believer to the entire world to be fair in their conclusions. I appeal to the world media community to treat the Muslim community with dignity as they treat Christian and Jewish communities. In the case of other religions, we are generally able to separate individual action from community action. Why is it that we are unable to do the same with the Muslim faith? Just like Christianity or Judaism, Islam forbids its followers to harm or kill or make hostages of anyone. While the media can understand the teachings of Christianity and Judaism, why do they have difficulty in understanding the similar teachings of Islam? Is this intentional? Why do media organizations not want to play a positive role in bringing the followers of Islam, Christianity and Judaism together? Why do these organizations treat a Christian or a Jewish person different than a Muslim? Why are these media organizations afraid of Islam and Muslims? The problems of extremism surely do exist in the Muslim community; this is an irrefutable fact. But why is the problem exploited so much more than any other community problematics?
The truth is that terrorism has no religion, no country, no faith and no God. It is time to look at terrorism as a disease. It can only be cured by a comprehensive dose of togetherness.
