Is Pakistan re-inventing Huitzilopochtli?

DR HAIDER MEHDI
The 16th century Aztec civilisation was known to practice human sacrifice. The Aztecs offered human hearts and blood to their God of War and Sun, Huitzilopochtli, to restore their god's life because the sun was engaged in a daily battle to prevent the end of the world. 
To fulfil their ordained obligation of human sacrificial rituals, the Aztecs carried out concentrated warfare, the sole purpose of which was to capture prisoners for sacrifice. In a symbolic gesture of great significance, the Aztecs dedicated the great temple at Tenochtitlan and claimed to have sacrificed more than 84,000 prisoners to their God of War and Sun.
A close analysis of the recent war against so-called terrorism offers several analogies to the conceptual philosophy of the Aztec world of human sacrifice.
In the first place, the US President and British Prime Minister both claim to be engaged in a war against terrorists to save the world - or, rather, prevent the end of the civilised world at the hands of the so-called terrorists by claiming that their war is a universal struggle against the evil-doers. Both of these leaders have clearly demonstrated that their ideological anti-terrorist war must be carried out irrespective of the loss of human life. Thus, human sacrifices are necessary to win their war.
But the most amazing and unique dimension of this anti-terrorist war is the contribution that the Pakistani establishment is making to the Bush-Blair misconceived ideology to save the world. 
Contemporary America and its incumbent President, George W. Bush, seem to have become a 21st century born-again Huitzilopochtli for the Pakistani administration. It is noteworthy that every time an American dignitary sets foot on Pakistani soil, the human sacrifice of Pakistani citizens in North Waziristan commences with such diligent ferocity that it seems to have been ordained by heaven itself. 
Since Bush's visit to Islamabad on March 4, over 160 people have been killed in Waziristan - and the casualties continue to mount. As the American President addressed a press conference in Pakistan's capital, the killings in Waziristan intensified and have continued since. 
Kuldip Nayar, an eminent Indian columnist, has recently written, "George W. Bush...applauded Pakistan's role in fighting terrorists, although he wanted it to do more. Some 120 militants were killed on the Waziristan-Afghanistan border within a few hours, as if Bush had only to order and Islamabad was ready to deliver." 
Incredible...truly incredible! How does one explain this inconceivable incongruity of an independent sovereign nation that is, Pakistan, to incessantly capitulate to the preposterous demands of a foreign country? 
This political direction defies the fundamentals of human rationality in political behaviour. The only explanation can be found in some kind of indebted affirmation above and beyond common reason - only to be attributed to some secretly-guarded understanding between the powers-that-be, both in Pakistan and the US, and solely in the interest of the new guardians of the great temple of human sacrifice. 
Is Pakistan re-inventing Huitzilopochtli in George W. Bush? Is Waziristan going to be Pakistan's great temple of Tenochtitlan offering human sacrifice to save the world? Must the new God of War and Sun invented by Pakistan's establishment be continuously fed human life by sacrificial rituals so as to enable him to engage in daily battles to safeguard the world's existence? 
There are a host of questions that need to be addressed in the context of Pakistan's anti-terrorist policies and its instant readiness to respond to American commands:
(a) Who are the guardians of Pakistan's sacrificial temple in Waziristan? Is it the incumbent executive administration in Islamabad that is waging war against its own people there? 
(b) Is it Pakistan's Parliament that has debated and sanctioned punitive military action in its own country? And on what legitimate grounds? It must be noted in this context that a "suspicion" is not legal or moral grounds to gun down people. 
(c) Is it the ruling political party, the PMLQ, the vanguard of national policymaking, that has approved the use of force with such intensity to resolve a political problem in the country? 
(d) Is it the political agent in Waziristan seeking military action? 
(e) Are the military commanders making decisions to go to war against their own citizens without civilian government authorisation? 
(f) Is this war in Waziristan conducted on the sole authority of informants planted in the area? Or is the Pakistani establishment carrying out the dictates of American demands without question? 
Several other important issues need to be addressed as well: 
a) Since when do the Pakistan Constitution and laws allow the killing of suspected immigrants or nationals without due process of law? 
b) How were or are the suspected terrorists identified? 
c) Was pre-military strike scrutiny of suspects carefully carried out? 
d) Were the terrorist suspects allowed political dialogue to resolve the deadlock prior to military action? 
e) Have the Parliament, judicial authorities and the media been provided with complete personal data on the recent victims of military action in Waziristan? 
f) How was it determined that they were truly "terrorists"? How much time and government effort was made to fully verify that no innocent becomes the victim of army action? 
g) Has any international or human rights organisation verified the identities of the victims or justified the use of military force in the area? 
h) Since when has it become illegal for a Pakistani national to be a host to friends or relatives and let them reside in their homes? The Pathans are known to be hospitable people and have historically extended their friendship to people from Afghanistan and other Islamic countries. 
i) Since when has it become a crime for anyone in Pakistan to espouse an ideology of one's liking? Since when has it become the law of the land to kill someone because some people wish to live their lives according to Islamic laws and according to their well-established traditions? 
But above all, a question that begs urgent attention is: How do we draw a line between a war against so-called terrorism and the possibility of such a war turning into a crime against humanity? 
Whether Pakistan's establishment likes it or not, the god Huitzilopochtli's ideology died several hundred years ago - it is inhumane to re-invent it. The horrors we are creating now by our warfare against our own people are reminiscent of horrors created over three decades ago in what was then East Pakistan. 
The question we should be asking ourselves is: Why do we want to destroy our own country, our own people and our own nation? George W. Bush along with all other mortals will eventually disappear into oblivion. Pakistan must distance itself from American aggression and its belligerent ideology and policies. 
If Pakistan wishes to re-invent something, it is certainly not Huitzilopochtli or human sacrificial rituals. The world does not need to engage in daily battles to exist. Pakistan can re-invent respect for human life, the permanence of human dignity, a healthy admiration for dialogue and the promotion of peace among its people and among nations. 
The present policy of using harsh military force against its own people will only bring harm to Pakistan - irreparable harm...! 
