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No one can deny that the foremost challenges Pakistan is facing are terrorism and extremism. But the state’s policy and strategy about thes challenges is confusing. The most important actor in the region is the US. If you ask policymakers whether they want the US to succeed in Afghanistan, they reply that if Americans are successful in Afghanistan they will try to settle scores with Pakistan. If they are asked whether in that case Pakistan wishes for a US defeat in Afghanistan, the reply is a big “no,” because they say that in that case Pakistan would not be able to fight the terrorists alone.

 

This confusion trickles down to every actor involved. Does Pakistan want a strong government in Afghanistan run by Hamid Karzai? The answer is yes, but at the same time we are told about the anti-Pakistan activities of some Afghan institutions. This gives the impression that Pakistan does not want a strong government run by Hamid Karzai in Kabul. However, this impression does not last long. Is Pakistan in support of the Taliban in Afghanistan who are against Karzai and the US? In reply they state the difficulties of taking that course, international image of the Taliban and the probable negative impact on Pakistan if the Taliban take control of Kabul. So, while Pakistan doesn’t wish for Karzai to have a strong government it also fears a Taliban takeover of Kabul.

 

Perhaps this inaction and indecision is responsible for the negative image of Pakistan abroad. If one mentions to foreigners the series of sacrifices of Pakistan with Afghan officials, they will try to prove that the Taliban resistance is only possible through the hidden support of Pakistan. Even a common Afghan citizen holds Pakistan responsible for all his miseries and sufferings even more than the USSR and the US. Some of our former generals are cursed more than Brezhnev and Bush are. For the US, Pakistan is responsible for all its failures. The US sees Pakistan as a major culprit that collaborated with the Taliban in Afghanistan, and for them Pakistan is the epicentre of international terrorism and extremism. Unfortunately, this view is shared by British, France, Germany, Russia and a number of other important nations of the world.

 

The Afghan government, the US and the West are cross over the probable Pakistani support to the Taliban. Are the Taliban happy with Pakistan and its policies? The answer to this question is “no.” The first complaint of the Taliban is that the very collapse of their government was a result of Pakistani efforts. Their dozen of important leaders are behind bars in Pakistan and, most importantly, Pakistan is still an ally of the US. Due to their specific conditions, they do not issue any statement against Pakistan, nor do they support anti-Pakistan extremist groups openly. However, this does not mean that they are in a relation with Pakistan that is based on love or respect. Otherwise, they would not have allowed anti-Pakistan groups in Kunar and Nuristan provinces, or at least they would they would denounce them openly.

 

On the international front, Pakistan again made each move with confusion. Pakistan demands that the Taliban must be allowed to participate in the political process. When the international community and the Afghan government ask Pakistan to force the Taliban into negotiations, Pakistan takes the stance that it cannot force the Taliban in any way to take or not to take a specific action. By the same token in Afghanistan Pakistan pleads that the US and the Afghan government should adopt negotiations to solve their issues with the Taliban. However, if the Pakistani government is asked to do the same with the Pakistani Taliban, the policymakers refuse on the grounds that they have challenged the government’s writ and negotiations are possible only if they surrender.

 

Another strange and contradictory stance is presented about the categorisation of the Taliban. Pakistan tries to say that in Afghanistan the Taliban are fighting against foreign invading forces, while the Taliban in Pakistan wish to impose a government based on the Shariah of their own brand and that they should now accept the supremacy of the Constitution. Actually, on a logical basis, this problem exists on both sides of the border. The Taliban in Afghanistan too wish to implement Shariah of their own brand and they too refused to accept Afghanistan’s constitution.

 

This definition and distinction problem naturally translated into strategic disability. Pakistan is not ready to engage the Pakistani Taliban in negotiations. However when asked by the international community and the Afghan government to take action against the Taliban in North Waziristan, Pakistan refuses to do so. This sad story of contradictions and confusion of Pakistani policymakers has had yet another distressing aspect.

 

The Pakistani Taliban are now even clearer in their objectives, policy and strategy. They are more active, resourceful and linked than ever. They are capable of conducting their operation anywhere from Karachi to Islamabad and from Quetta to Peshawar. What they really want is well explained by a recent email sent to me from spokesperson of the Pakistani Taliban, Ihasnullah Ihsan. In a TV interview at Geo in “Aaj Kamran Khan Kay Saath,” I commented that Pakistan lost a rare opportunity of negotiations with the Pakistani Taliban during the blockage of Nato supplies. In response, Ihsan sent an email, which established their objectives in very clear terms. He wrote:

 

‘’Mr Saleem Safi, while commenting in the talk show ‘Aaj Kamran Khan kay Saath’ on 09-07-2012 you made a statement that If Pakistan had tried to commence talks with TTP during the time of the closure of Nato supplies, it could have resulted in a better situation, as it is a major demand of the Taliban that Pakistan should stop cooperation with America.

 

“It is included in our demands, but our first and last demand is implementation of the Shariah law in Pakistan, instead of secular and democratic laws. After implementation of Shariah, relations with America will end as well, as Islam prohibits us from making kuffar our friends and the Quran clearly guides us about this.

 

“Hopefully you have understood our stance and next time you will keep it in consideration while making statement about the TTP.” 
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