Eliminating Terrorism 
Both, for terrorism as well as counter-terrorism, support of the people is of overwhelming significance. 
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The term “Terrorism” was first used in the 1790s to explain the dreadful acts employed in carrying out mass executions of opponents by the revolutionaries of the Jacobin party during the French Revolution. Though initial usage implied violence by a state against its domestic opponents, the 20th century saw a change in the term to describe violence, aimed directly or indirectly at governments to influence policy or topple an existing regime. Despite many efforts, there is no universally accepted definition of terrorism; primarily because of differing perceptions of various countries based on their own security dynamics. Currently, terrorism generally includes attacks on civilians or noncombatants with seemingly random use of violence to create fear or panic to intimidate a population or compel a government to do or not to do something. Terrorist activities yield not only human and physical losses but also generate an array of psychological, social, political, and economic damages in target countries. When societies bear losses of terrorism, the need for security increases, forcing the governments to allocate larger shares to Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs), only at the cost of social and economic expenditures.
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Despite great work by academics and military theorists in developed countries, analysis of terrorism in the developing world has often suffered from generalization or oversimplification, resulting in response actions leading to temporary successes only. Unveiling the causes and motivating factors as well as strengths and weaknesses of both, the terrorists and the state are important for formulating workable policies to effectively counter terrorism. Understanding the reasons which lead people to resort to terrorism can greatly help in eliminating the menace. Since the phenomenon itself is complex, its causes can be multiple such as economic deprivation, poverty, unemployment, inequality, injustice, and identity conflicts including religion, ethnic, cultural, strategic, and institutional etc.
Viewing from strategic, operational, and tactical level perspectives, the terrorists have certain strengths and advantages. As they have no base, terrorists enjoy the advantage of secrecy, endurance, and independence from formal communication and lines of supply. They also have the advantage of initiative in the selection of target, time, and mode of attack. Since their real identity and intent are secret, they can easily merge with the local population, and wait for an opportune moment. These terrorists are not unified hierarchical organisations, rather they operate through networked organisational structures. The system mostly operates in cyberspace connected through the internet. They maintain dispersed but interconnected nodes that resemble self-synchronizing swarms of self-regulating but collaborative cells.
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Law Enforcement Agencies (LEA), including military and police, have hierarchical structures and are technologically sophisticated. They are, therefore, dependent on robust communication systems and lines of supply, both susceptible to disruption. In addition to being easily discernable from the general public, LEAs also remain short on numbers when compared to the vast areas they are required to monitor and control. Being reactionary, LEAs have to remain alert 24/7, making them susceptible to fatigue and exhaustion. Since the battle against terrorism is long, therefore in times of relative calm, the LEAs can fall prey to complacency. The failure of the policymakers to fully understand ground realities, results in inappropriate policies and allocation of suboptimal resources and equipment.
The terrorists neither control any defined territories nor maintain established channels of communication. Thus, they can neither be deterred with the threat of overwhelming use of force nor can the threats be communicated. Additionally, instead of being deterred by the use of disproportionate force, the terrorist may in reality prefer an overwhelming response from LEAs, as it is likely to radicalise the population and increase their potential support base. An elusive leadership makes it difficult to know what terrorists value the most thus making target identification difficult.
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Both, for terrorism as well as counter-terrorism, support of the people is of overwhelming significance. The terrorists merge with the population and hide in and among the people. LEAs therefore face a challenge in differentiating between the enemy and the people. The slightest error could lead to collateral damage and public hostility. The objective therefore cannot be to takeover and control territory, but to isolate terrorists from the population to weaken them and create conditions to negotiate a political settlement.
Since terrorists are not deterred through brute force, the focus should therefore be on deterrence by denial; denying terrorists accomplishment of the benefits of their actions. Seeing futility, they are likely to abandon their violent acts. This necessitates more focus on measures aimed at frustrating their planning, operations, and goals as compared to punitive actions. This can be achieved by compelling them to move and hide by putting pressure on their societal network and sponsors, demoralizing their personnel, and denying the achievement of their aim.
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As terrorism has a much wider array of factors, it must therefore be addressed in the context of a bigger plan. In addition to security measures, consideration must be given to political, economic, and social factors that breed the movement. Only a whole nation approach with counter-terrorism actions within the confines of domestic laws is likely to yield success. Any other approach may reduce the acts of terrorism temporarily, but would not ensure long-term stability and invite the return of the problem. Public support will always remain crucial in the elimination of the menace.
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