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~~\~~'Story of cricket: Asi,a1980-2004
<S) ,By RaviShastri Asianowrecognisetheirproductsneedto be followed that series because it's against topofourbusandtherewerepeopleonevery

endorsedeitherbyaHollyWoodfiinlstarorall ,India.") ,, " ,,~~,7 BytQ\iP, ~ia }~ad~, Tf:§tw.atch

THE 1983Cric\!;etWorldCUp,the third internationalcricketerto sellwithanydegree Ina O
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in the competition'shistory,was to of success.Pakistanis not so far behindthe twosidesin 1986,JavedMiandad,needinga party.It took this islandravagedby civilwar
changeIndiancricket for ever. Inida sumspaidto Indianstars- WasirnAkramand fourto wiII.themat r Pakistan,hitasix,..i\ foJJfY€:afStowil).theirfifstTemmatcb.But,th\i

beganthe tournamentas rank outsidersbut WaqarYounishaveearneda hugeamountof momentUJilwasblliup for Pakistanarid sport}hasalwaysacted asa comlI1onbond
beathot favouritesWestIndiesin the Lord's moneytoo.In the 1980s,therewasplentyof it cu1mina(edwith a WorldCUpwil).of their betWeenthevariousracesandreligions.
fma1in thrillingfashion. The event raised 1 EyenAow radio ,(;Ql1lI1lent;ni~of top
interestin thegamein sub-continentto a new ,gameSfeafureariiIiitial 15tninUtesof radio

level and the population's appetite for cricket In the ea rly 1990s big moneY'ca me the way of commentaryinSinhalesefollowedby15min-becameinsatiable. ' " , utesin Englishanda resumeat eachbreakin
Watchingthefmalat home,inBangalore theplayersandsponsorshlpisnowa.majorpartof Titmi1>Inl99<i; with jUstsevenTiJStmatch

aged 10 was Rahul Dravid, now an Indian star th d
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t At th wins behind them, Sri Lanka joined India and
of themodemgame."After1983peoplerea1-. . e mo erngameIn e su conmen. e same Pakistanin liftingcricket'sbiggestprize.The
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says."Itdida lotto msplfeyoungkidsto play - .!-' '. . , , '" livesof mostSn Lankans.
thegameinthecountry.". ": the growingnumberof Internalonalfixtureson Butthreeyearslater,~gla~eshcameof

In the early 1990s, bIg money came'the ff A d
' th I t10 " th' t f '

TV" age when they beat PakIstanm the round
wayoftheplayersand~nsorshipisnowa .0 e r., n In e a s yea rs e cos 0, robinstageof the 1999WorldCup.Having
~ajorpartofthem~emg
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amein~~sul1con- rightshassoaredto massivProportions s~nt20yearstryingtoqualifyfor~ecompe-ttnent.At the sametime,the teleV1S1oncom- tltion,BangladeShwere an overmghtsensa-
paniesbecameattractedto the growingnum- . tionandwithin18monthstheywereelevated

f

~r of internationalfixtureson offer.And in successfor Pakistanon the fieldagainsttheir ownin 199~ toTestcricket.Sincethentheyhavestruggled,. the last 10 years, the cost of TV rights has arch-rivals. In the 1982
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-83 season, Pakistan
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the-match Wasirn Akramrecalls and the InternationalCricket Council admits it
, soared to massive proportions. beat India 3-0 with Inuan Khan taking 40 the post-match events. "We all stopped for was a mistake to award them Test status so

Sachin Tendulkar, the Indian superstar, wickets. Inuan says: "It was the time when I prayers at Mecca for two days then flew back soon. But in 100 years time there will be
t has been well positioned to cash in on the became a hero in my own country and I had a home with qur Prime Minister on his private another chapter to write - and 'perhaps
I interestshownin thegameby the bigmulti- majorhandin it. jet. "WhenWefinallygot back to Pakistan Bangladeshwillfigureprominentlyforall the

national companies. Most companies in south "People who knew nothing about cricket there were \1COple~verywhere. We were on right reasons. -BBC
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