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in the competition’s history, was to
B change Indian cricket for ever. Inida
began the tournament as rank outsiders but
beat hot favourites West Indies in the Lord’s
final in thrilling fashion. The event raised
interest in the game in sub-continent to a new
level and the population’s appetite for cricket
became insatiable.

Watching the final at home in Bangalore
aged 10 was Rahul Dravid, now an Indian star
of the modern game. “After 1983
ly believed we could be good at cricket,” he

T HE 1983 Cricket World Cup, the third

says. “It did a lot to mspu'e young kl{k; fo play :

| the game in the country.”

In the early 1990s, blgmonevcamethe
wayofﬂmplayetsmdsponsmshlptsnowa- .

© major part of the modem game in the subcon-
tinent. At the same time, the television com-
panies became attracted to the growing num-
ber of intemational fixtures on offer. And in
the last 10 years, the cost of TV rights has
soared to massive proportions.

Sachin Tendulkar, the Indian superstar,
has been well posmoned to cash in on the
interest shown in the game by the big multi-
national companies. Most companies in south

le real-

Asia now recognise products need to be
endorsed clther bﬁgdlywood film szar oran
international cric to sell with any degree
of success, Pakistan is not so far behind the
sums paid to Indian stars - Wasim Akram and

Younis have earned a huge amount of
money too. In the 1980s, there was plenty of

Asia 1980
followed that series because it’s against
India.” |

In a one-day mternatlonal between the
two sides in 1986, Javed Miandad, needing a
four to win the match for Pakistan, hit a six. A
momentunm was up for Pakistan and
:tculmmaledmthan'ldCupwmofthm‘

In the early 1990s, big money | 'came the way of
the players and sponsorshlp is now a major part of
the modern game in the subcontinent. At the same

time, the television companies became attracted to

the grow;ng number of mtematlonal fixtures on
offer. And in the last 10 years, the cost of TV
rights has soared to massive proportions

success for Pakistan on the field against their
arch-rivals. In the 1982-83 season, Pakistan
beat India 3-0 with Imran Khan taking 40
wickets. Imran says: “It was the time when I
became a hero in my own country and I had a
major hand in it.

“People who knew nothing about cricket

own in !99%_

Man-of the-match Wasim Akram recalls
the post-match events, “We all stopped for
E?&BeersatMmfmtwodays!hmﬂewback

with our Prime Minister on his private
jet. “When we finally got back to Pakistan
there were people everywhere, We were on

-2004

top of our bus and there were people on every
street.” By then Asia had three Test match
nations, with Sri Lanka having joined the
ganyltmkﬂusmlandmvagedbymvﬁw
to win their first Test match. But the
sporlhmialWaysactedasaootmnonbond
between the various races and religions.
Even now radio commentaries of top

: gamesfeatm‘eanmsﬁal 15 minutes of radio

in Sinhalese followed by 15 min-
utes in English and a resume at each break in
Tamil. In 1996, with just seven Test match
wi::sbetdndﬂxem,Sﬁlmkajoinedlndiamd
Pakistan in lifting cricket’s biggest prize. The
occasion was probably the happiest day in the
lives of most Sri Lankans.

But three years later, Bangladesh came of
age when they beat Pakistan in the round
robin stage of the 1999 World Cup. Having
q:emmywsnymgtoquallfyfonhccmpev

tition, Bangladesh were an ov
tion and within 18 months they were elevated
to Test cricket. Since then they have struggled,
and the International Cricket Council admits it
was a mistake to award them Test status so
soon. But in 100 years time there will be
another chapter to write - and perha
Bangladesh will figure prominently for all
right reasons. —BBC



