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Modern sports structures all over the world have sports institutes as integral components of their systems. Even Bangladesh has one. It is unfortunate that after 63 years of independence we have not been able to establish one. There are a variety of reasons for this vital missing link in our sports. 

People at the helm of affairs either do not realize the importance of this institution or hesitate simply because they do not know how to go about it. It is, therefore, important to go into some detail about our timid approach in this direction.

During my broadcasting travels abroad fro PTV and Radio Pakistan, I made it a point to visit institutes of sports excellence particularly in England Australia and partly China. When I joined the PSB, this area was one of my top priorities. Unfortunately, we then did not have a sporting facility where such an institute could be established. The Pakistan Sports Complex did not exist and it was not until 1985 that this complex was completed. One of the major reasons for its construction and rationale behind its completion was its planned utilisation as a sports institute. Pakistan was awarded the hosting rights of the 1978 Asian Games. The Chinese agreed to help us build the required infrastructure for this event. However, when Pakistan expressed its inability to stage these games, our Chinese friends were a little reluctant to proceed with the completion of this complex. We then floated the idea of using this facility as a sports institute. It was a long hard effort but thanks mainly to the efforts of Mr Abdul Hafeez Pirzada, Mr Qudrutullah Shahab, then education secretary, Mr Mumtaz Alvi, our ambassador in China, backed by very strong support by Mr Lou, Chinese ambassador in Pakistan and a great friend, we were able to push this project through. 

All the policy decisions and the correspondence at the highest level bear testimony to this process and decision. Hundreds of requests were submitted to then Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto for naming various events and buildings etc. after him but he flatly refused them all. He agreed to only one request and that was to name this complex as ZA Bhutto Institute of Sports and Culture because the Chinese had also agreed to build a cultural cum convention centre next door. I had prepared a blue print for this institute but then I was shifted from the PSB and Brig Hamidi took over. Since this complex was to function as a sports institute, Hamidi employed a large number of staff for this purpose. During the last 35 years, this staff component has been drawing salaries without the sports institute materializing. 

As a temporary member of the executive committee of the PSB, I was able to get a decision from the committee requiring immediate establishment of this institute. But the sports institute project still remains a dream. No systematic sports development can take place without such an institutional support. Briefly, the sports institute produces crop of specialist coaches, programmers, trainers and physical fitness experts. It provides scientific base to evaluate performance, evaluation of ability and capacity of individual athletes, scientific research programmes and development of sports areas of Pakistan’s interest. 

Recent developments in this direction are good news. Pir Aftab Shah Jilani, the federal sports minister, and Syed Anisul Hassan Moosvi, federal secretary sports, have now been convinced that the absence of a sports institute is the missing link in our sports structure and therefore such an institute must be established on priority basis. One hopes that their efforts bear fruit quickly. However, It must be ensured that a sports institute is established on correct scientific lines and it does not become a resting place for a large staff component as in the case of previous employees. If need be, professional help and expertise should be sought from countries like England, Australia, America and China.

To be continued
