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One other area where the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) needs to pay more attention is women’s sports. Except the period when Pakistan was getting ready to host the Islamic Women’s Games in Pakistan in 1997, female sports have not been given much attention. There are a variety of reasons for this unfortunate situation, the most important being the general conviction that our female athletes are incapable of doing well at international level coupled with the inhibition that support for female programmes might generate opposition from certain quarters.

While this perception may be partly correct, it needs to be tackled boldly. The PSB should take the lead by establishing a small female cell with defined objectives and goals backed by financial and administrative support. During my lecture on sports in Staff College Lahore for promotional cadre of grade 20 officers, one of the women from Foreign Service quite rightly asked why 50 percent of the population was being ignored by sports administrators. I had no answer because she was quite justified in raising this issue. 

What stops the PSB from organizing regular marathon for girls in secure places like Fatima Jinnah Park or even the Pakistan Sports Complex? A lead has to be taken and it is the PSB alone that can take the initiative. We now have a women deputy secretary in the sports ministry. Maybe she could contribute!

The role of sports ministry is of vital importance in acting as a bulwark against sports cartels. Unless they stand behind the PSB in confronting this menace, the fate of our sports will not and cannot change. Unnecessary pressure and blackmail from the powerful sports federations has to be absorbed by the ministry and only then the PSB will be able to play its leadership role. It is also time for the sports ministry to take its problems, especially financial and those pertaining to the PSB land in Karachi to the Prime Minister. Granted that sports is not a priority with this government but it is the ministry’s job to bring home to the Prime Minister the importance of sports in national priorities including jobs for sportsmen other than cricket. 

The other important area where the sports ministry could play a critical role is to arrange a meeting with the Chief of Army Staff with a two point agenda. The first should be a request to the Army Chief to restart limited number of boys companies on the old pattern to recruit promising athletes from known nurseries like Chakwal. The chief should also be requested to institute regular long distance races in Pakistan Army in high altitude areas like Gilgit, Baltistan and Azad Kashmir to groom long distance runners. This could be the best pathway to prepare medal winners in long distance events like the great Mubarak Shah of past. The ministry could chip in with financial incentives for winners especially those who are close to the Asian standards.

The sports ministry should also develop strength to refuse influential persons especially in areas of creating new infrastructure, replacing it with a plan to build country wide network of cemented basketball courts, both in rural and urban centres as they require no maintenance cost and can be very well utilised with the help of local volunteers. Such a programme may also help in reducing juvenile delinquency, especially in urban areas.

To be continued
