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Out of the total existence of nearly half a century, the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) has been ruled by brigadiers and a colonel for almost 40 years, with myself and Javed Ali Khan being the only two civilians for about nine years and Amir Hamza Gilani having joined only recently. One would not have grudged their domination if they had brought direction and planning into the system, especially after we had been able to inject some life into Pakistan sports through scientific long-term strategy. We first developed a four-year plan from 1974 for the next Asian Games in Bangkok in 1978 and were able to achieve almost all the targets that we had set for ourselves. And mind you, we had no Pakistan Sports Complex facility and I carved makeshift facilities out of a mountain in the H 9 College for Boys. We then worked out a plan for the next six years based on separate priorities for the Asian Games and only four sports for Olympic games. 

Mr Abdul Hafeez Pirzada who had then taken over as finance minister promised full financial support for this plan. However, more importantly, we developed a strategy to make Pakistan sports completely self financing through a novel mechanism. In 1976, a new organisation called National Sports Trust was created through an act of Parliament whose main objective was to create commercial ventures leading to steady income. This organisation also obtained a number of tax concessions for donors to sports fund. As a first step, we were able to obtain five and a half acres of land in prime locality in Karachi and the construction of a mega sports cum commercial complex was started on this land. Mr Khawaja Saleem Ahmed was appointed the first director general of this organisation after I had refused the offer. 

According to our assessment, this complex alone would have made the then existing pattern of sports self reliant at that point of time. I have specifically made reference to the six-year plan and the NST to prove a point. Both these areas were of paramount importance for the future of our sports and needed continuity whosoever took over the reins of the PSB but look at what happened.

The six-year plan never saw the light of day again and the ongoing project was deliberately stopped. As if this was not enough crime, the NST being a legal entity was merged with the PSB without the incumbent realising that the two had completely different roles and therefore needed separate entities. After nearly thirty years of the land being in possession of the PSB, the commercial project was never completed and now the land has been taken over almost forcibly by a party backed by influential political personalities. The current price of this land is around five billion which is more than enough to make Pakistan sports self financing for all times to come. Can such ‘crimes’ ever be forgiven!

At that point of time in the history of the PSB, the stage was ripe to give it a professional technical direction. But look at what happened. One brigadier decided that in future players up to age group of 26 only would be eligible to represent Pakistan. National representation in sports all over the world is based on merit and not age. If an athlete is the best, he has the right to represent Pakistan regardless of his age. This step alone dealt a severe blow to the career of many athletes who were still the best but older. Perhaps the deadliest blow to this organisation was dealt when a particular army general with clout started having brigadiers of his choice posted in the PSB because he wanted to control Pakistan sports. The last army incumbent, a colonel was one such choice. His interest in sports was so ‘deep rooted’ that he made nearly a dozen foreign trips during his two year tenure as the PSB official.

To be continued
