	

	We've have lost patience with you!

SHIREEN M. MAZARI
So the PCB Chief is losing patience with the Pakistani cricket team. What gall, given that our players have been falsely accused of cheating and forced to forfeit a test they were winning; and our captain has been accused and judged by the ICC while the culprit has not even been charged. So it is a wonder the boys are still in England, having received such shabby and unjust treatment at the hands of a jarring colonial remnant, the ICC. And through all this, the Manager of the team and the PCB Chief have shown a strange discomfiture at having to defend their compatriots in whose name they and others of their ilk are enjoying life to the fullest. 
The PCB Chief has once again shown his subservience to the Colonials. Frankly the nation should have lost all patience by now with his antics over the years. He has never shown a national spirit in defending the cause of the Pakistani cricketers; he refused to file a complaint against Hair after the Faisalabad test; nor did he respond to Ehsan Mani, then President ICC (admittedly a position with no power), who suggested he file a complaint against Hair so that the ICC could at least be compelled to examine Hair's racist shenanigans. And it was the PCB, under Shaharyar, that was the sole cricket board that rejected any diffusion of the umpires' powers through the right of appeal by players against suspected wrong decisions! As for Shaharyar's penchant for India, it has been obvious since the restoration of cricket ties between Pakistan and India, and it is too bad the Indian Cricket Board has not reciprocated his sentiments and has chosen to take the Indian hostility towards Pakistan to the realm of cricket also. 
Now Shaharyar has yet to move the PCB into taking legal action against Hair and the ICC for accusing and effectively prejudging Inzi without any substantive evidence. Instead he has shown more concern for the ECB losing money. If the ECB has lost money and if they lose more because the ODIs are cancelled, then they should sue the ICC and Hair since the onus rests with them and not with Pakistan. So, given this record of the PCB Chief, it is we who have rightly lost patience with him and if he had an ounce of self-respect he would have resigned for his failing to protect and defend the national team effectively.
As for the ICC, Speed's bias against Pakistan has come out only too clearly, especially since he has refused to accept, even now, Hair's guilt, which compelled him to demand a financial remuneration in return for his resignation. He knows only too well that there is no proof of ball tampering against Pakistan and it is Hair not Inzi who has brought the game into "disrepute", but Speed is not prepared to say anything that would point to the obvious guilt of Hair. At least the Aussies remain united even in their racism and unfair practices. 
Worse still, the ICC has deliberately decided to postpone Inzi's hearing - which should be cancelled in view of the latest developments regarding Hair - till after the ODIs so that Pakistan can be forced to play these - and under pressure. Why Shaharyar should force our boys to do so is inexplicable because any financial loss should be contested and put at Hair and the ICC's doors. England would like Pakistan to play under a shadow because that increases their chances of winning and we know the English team is not beyond using underhand methods - as was witnessed in Faisalabad and at the Oval. How come the PCB under Shaharyar has not raised the issue of the Fletcher visit to Hair and the advice he gave to the British TV networks regarding the Pakistani bowling action? Fletcher's actions need to be questioned by the ICC also but then he is English and White at that, so Speed will not look in that direction in terms of seeking any wrongdoing. But why should the PCB keep quiet on that front?
It is high time Pakistan got out of its confidence deficit and became assertive. Too much abuse is being hurled at us on all fronts, because we are prepared to take it. It is time to put a stop to it. If need be the ICC should be disbanded or at least we should get together with other countries also dissatisfied with the state of affairs relating to the ICC, to form an alternate organization that more correctly reflects the aspirations of the majority of the Test-playing countries. It is ironic that Australians, one way or another force changes in the cricketing framework. There was Kerry Packer and now there are Hair and Speed. This should now spell the end of the colonial ICC.
As for the present, we should refuse to play the ODI until the ICC is prepared to concede that Hair was in the wrong and they were equally at fault to have played accuser and judge and jury regarding hair's trumped up accusations. How can our team play under the cloud of the cheating allegation - especially one so blatantly false and racist? It is simply not on. Let us bring our team home with dignity and not use the incident to shove out Inzi either, as is being insinuated. In fact, what happens if we choose to ignore the hearing and challenge its legitimacy, instead of assuming there is any basis in Hair's actions, which require Inzi to explain himself? First, Hair should be cross-examined with the televised recording of the play to see what led him to act the way he did. One cannot simply accept the view of a known racist and controversial umpire. He must show some proof first for the basis of his damaging actions, before our Captain is compelled to defend himself. But the PCB has not raised any of these issues. Why? Will no one challenge the legality and ethics of the ICC's actions against Inzi?
As for some of our retired cricketers who have chosen to critique our team, it is time they set aside their personal grudges. One of the problems with us has always been the invasion of personal agendas into game's selection and otherwise. Mediocre players are often played because they come from influential cricketing families while talent is either ignored or ridden roughshod over. 
As we mourn the tragic death of Wasim Raja, let us condemn the shabby way in which he was also treated. Yet he was one of the most graceful players to grace the Pakistani side and, along with Asif Iqbal, his stroke playing was unparralled. But of course he fell victim to the political divides within Pakistani cricket, and despite his consistently good performance was unfairly edged out of our test teams from the mid eighties onwards. We mourn his passing, but we should show more respect and recognition to our talent while it lives. 
It is high time our sporting affairs had a greater professionalism and transparency about them and in this context retired bureaucrats have been a singular disaster so far. Let us reassert pride in our nation and its maltreated sportspersons. And let us begin with our cricketers. 




