Building institutions of sports excellence (I)
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By Zakir Hussain Syed

Starting from the early Roman days to modern era, sports have progressively assumed greater importance in national priorities. Briefly, there are three basic factors behind this globalisation of sporting cult. Firstly, sports channelise youth energies, bringing discipline into development growth. Secondly, there is no greater recreation than sports, both for spectators and participants. This particular angle has now reached unbelievable heights due to universal TV coverage of almost all-important sporting events the world over. Thirdly, sports unite all segments of society, thereby strengthening concept of nationhood. 

There are many other factors but let us confine ourselves to the importance of scientific sports institutional developments because in the ultimate analysis it is only the institutional strength which has the capacity to deliver. Without this institutional base, achievements in international sports can at best be random but never consistent. Here, I would like to quote the example of Malaysia where the National Sports Council of that country has embarked upon a highly praise worthy system of developing institutions of excellence. Their latest step in this direction was the establishment of high profile hockey academy during the last Azlan Shah Hockey Tournament which will have all the state of art instruments for developing hockey coaches, improving skills and a training methodology which will supplement all hockey development programmes in Malaysia, right from grassroots level to highest national level. 

The Malaysian Sports Council has an independent scientific sports development organ that is research based and is manned by technical professionals. Malaysia, despite having a population of approximately 25 million, performed much better than Pakistan simply because unlike the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB), the Malaysian Sports Council had set a target of minimum number of medals for Malaysian contingent which they were able to reach in the last couple of days of the Asian Games. 

Unfortunately, in Pakistan this vital aspect of sports development has not received the priority it deserved. Pakistan Sports Complex Islamabad was meant to be a sports institute and it was this one argument with which we convinced Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and the Chinese Government to complete the construction of this complex despite the fact that Pakistan had expressed its inability to stage the Asian Games in 1978 for which the Chinese Government had offered to help in the shape of this complex. It is because of this reason that this complex was named ZA Bhutto Institute of Sports and Culture – culture because a separate cultural complex was also to be built as a part of this complex. 

Pakistan Sports Complex was completed in 1985. Tragically, 26 years after its completion we don’t have a sports institute. Even Bangladesh has one. The basic reason for this apathy is because people at the helm of affairs had neither the capacity nor the expertise to develop this fundamental requirement. 

(To be concluded)
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