Human cost of anti-LTTE war 
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COLOMBO, June 22: The Sri Lankan military lost 190 officers and 5,200 soldiers in the final, three-year war against the LTTE, army chief Gen. Sarath Fonseka told a function in the army headquarters here on Sunday. Fonseka estimated the number of army wounded at 27,000, according to the Colombo-based Island newspaper.“The victory against the LTTE was achieved at a tremendous cost,” the paper quoted the general as saying. 

“However, the sacrifice was worth it from many points of view, not the least from a military science point of view,” Fonseka said at a meeting with troops in the Vellamullivaikkal frontline last Friday. 

Armed forces the world over would have studied the way the Sri Lankan army fought and defeated an outfit like the LTTE which had a conventional capability, he told the troops.

