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PRIME Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani`s remarks to the Senate, following his meeting with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh during the World Cup semi-final at Mohali on March 30, have not received the attention they deserve. 
He said, “We agreed that we have to take ownership [of our problems]. If we do not resolve our issues, then a third power cannot do it for us.”

The `third power` is, of course, the US. He was right when he asserted that “the outstanding and the core issue is Kashmir”. The fundamentals of a solution to this dispute were settled, between Pakistan and India, by March 2007. But will they eliminate foreign intervention after the Kashmir dispute is settled?When the Kashmir dispute erupted in 1947 both sides began appealing to Britain for its intervention. Approaches were also made to the US; by Zafrullah Khan, Ghulam Mohammed and Ikramullah from Pakistan`s side and by Girja Shankar Bajpai, on Nehru`s specific instructions, on India`s side, on April 2, 1948. A fateful pattern was set. The Myth of Independence

In his book , Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto recalled: “In February 1963, the American government sent Mr Phillips Talbot, assistant secretary of state, on a visit to the subcontinent. He said in Pakistan that, to keep the balance of power in the region, the United States would not give more arms aid to Pakistan; adding that, just as the United States continued to supply arms to Pakistan despite Indian protests in the past, his government would likewise continue to supply arms to India despite Pakistan`s protests.”

Some 40 years later, on March 16, 2005, the US secretary of state Condoleezza Rice said in New Delhi: “We want very much for there [sic] to be a military balance in the region that preserves peace.” She said in Islamabad the next day: “We`re concerned about issues of military balance and as good allies, we will continue to do so.” The US thus arrogates to itself the role of a monitor of the balance of military power between Pakistan and India.

As Bhutto wrote in 1969: “The United States has every reason to feel satisfied with the hold it exercises over the six hundred million people of the subcontinent, where at the end of the Second World War it had no influence. India and Pakistan have already given the equivalent of the Diwani of Bengal, bestowed by the Mughal Emperor on [Robert] Clive, in order to obtain foreign economic and military assistance. It seems that neither country has learnt the lesson from that part of our inglorious past that brought about the subjugation of our people for almost 200 years.”

The US role acquired salience whenever the two seemed to be on the brink of war. Its mediatory exertions were unrealistic to a degree. In April 1963, it proposed a partition of the small Kashmir Valley, as part of the partition of the entire territory, vaguely dressed up as `Elements for Settlement`. On Jan 21, 1963, a precise line had been defined by the State Department in a wire to the US embassy in Pakistan. Substantial areas in the north-western part of the valley were to go to Pakistan. Kashmiris would never have forgiven India and Pakistan if they had agreed to break up the valley.

Two major American interventions provide good lessons. Pakistan`s Kargil misadventure cost it dear diplomatically. The Bill Clinton-Nawaz Sharif joint statement, of July 5, 1999, spoke of the restoration of “the sanctity of the Line of Control”, an expression never used before. Pakistan had to beat a retreat.

India`s misadventure, Operation Parakram after the attack on Parliament House on Dec 13, 2001, the Bharatiya Janata Party regime massed troops along the Line of Control and the international boarder.

What has been overlooked is that the move was aimed as much at pressurising the US, in turn, to put pressure on Pakistan, as at Pakistan itself. The US went along merrily, having launched its global `war on terrorism` only to give up once its own ends had been served. leave

On May 15, 2002, L.K. Advani, the brains behind this operation, bitterly remarked “We have to wage this battle on the basis of our own strength”. Still, calculatedly tensions were mounted and D-Day was set around June 15. The US did the unexpected. It pulled the plug. An advice to its citizens on May 31 to defer travel to India was followed by one on June 5 “strongly urging” them to India. Other western countries and Japan followed suit. Carol Bellamy, Unicef`s executive director opted out of the launch of a campaign jointly with Atal Behari Vajpayee on June 10 on UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan`s advice. The operation was called off leaving both countries in frozen silence.

It was broken by Anglo-US intervention. The joint statement issued on March 27, 2003, laid down the route — ceasefire; and “moves within the Saarc context”. Sure enough, in April came offers of talks by both India and Pakistan; in November a ceasefire was announced. In January 2004 Vajpayee went to Islamabad to attend the Saarc summit and the composite dialogue was resumed.

The draft India-Pakistan accord on Kashmir (2007) is a purely indigenous achievement. It owes nothing, for instance, to the Kashmir Study Group much as its members stridently claim it did. US efforts in fire-fighting cannot be denied. Its efforts in mediation have been unrealistic.

No two countries, have identical interests. But the US is intolerant of differences; even Nato allies are not spared. Its presence in the entire region has had a destabilising effect. Only an accord between the regional powers and a willingness to resolve their disputes, especially Kashmir, will enable them to protect their independence.On May 24, 1924, presiding over the Muslim League`s session in Lahore, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah said, “If we wish to be a free people, let us unite; but if we wish to continue slaves of the bureaucracy, let us fight amongst ourselves … an Englishman being our arbiter”. These words are as relevant in 2011 as they were in 1924.
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