A new roadmap for S. Asia

IKRAM ULLAH
During his visit to Pakistan, President George Bush held crucial talks with General Musharraf covering a heavy agenda including Kashmir, war on terror, trade, security and defense related issues with particular reference to the Indo-US nuclear deal and its fallout at regional and global levels. At the start of his South Asian tour, Mr Bush made a surprise visit to Afghanistan which was kept secret till he left Kabul and landed in New Delhi. At the joint press conference with President Bush, Mr Karzai blamed Pakistan for the infiltration of terrorists across the Pak-Afghan border for destabilizing his regime.
Mr Bush's response that he would raise this issue with President Musharraf was not well received by the people of Pakistan. One understands that in diplomacy there is no room for surprises. There are no permanent friendships in this game, as is evident from the highs and lows in Pak-US relations spread over five decades. But the 150 million people of Pakistan have recently been made to believe by both Islamabad and Washington that this relationship has now turned a new leaf on a long-term basis of friendship, particularly since 9/11, after Pakistan agreed to act as a frontline state in the US-led war on terror. In recognition of the services rendered, the US awarded Pakistan the title of a major non-NATO ally. It was like the Colonial Rulers awarding such titles as Knights, Order of the British Empire and even "Companions of the Bath" to their loyalists in the sub-continent during the Raj. Be that as it may, not only the ridiculous complaint made by Karzai but the motive behind this mischief should be an eye-opener for Islamabad to review its strategy towards Kabul. 
But the latest American courtship with the Indian leadership during Mr Bush's visit is a far more serious affair than the Kabul irritant. The number of agreements signed between New Delhi and Washington are not ordinary protocols, even though it is too early to grasp their strategic impact not only on the region, but also at global level. Take the nuclear deal, for example. It is bound to upset the balance of power in the region. This deal suddenly lifts all restrictions and sanctions imposed on India in respect of nuclear technology since it tested atomic weapons in 1974 which initiated a deadly nuclear race in the region. Without signing NPT, India has been recognised as a nuclear power and Washington has offered sharing of "civilian" nuclear technology with India. George Bush and Manmohan Singh have said in a joint statement that "this historic accomplishment will permit our countries to move forward towards our common objective of full civil nuclear energy cooperation between India and the United States and between India and the International community as a whole". 
This is implied recognition of the Indian claim of a predominant role in the region. The high mark of Mr Bush's three-day trip to India is the drawing of a new roadmap for South Asia, without consulting the neighbouring "frontline state" against terrorism. Indeed it would be unwise, if not foolish, on anyone's part to object to any decisions made by the US President in the best interests of his country. However, besides being a US ally, Pakistan, by its own right, size, population, resources and geo-strategic importance cannot be forced to accept the Indian hegemony. Pakistan may not be as big as India but at the same time it is not too small to be considered irrelevant. If we are an ally of some sort, we have a right to claim similar civilian nuclear energy cooperation, on the same ground, as offered to India.. If not, is it not the right of the people of Pakistan to ask "why not". 
The US President brought a message of hope to Pakistan, if not a commitment of strategic partnership. Before leaving Delhi Bush declared Pakistan "an important friend of the United States" adding that he would discuss with President Musharraf, Pakistan's vital cooperation in the war on terror and our effort to foster economic and political development, so we could reduce the appeal of radical Islam. Bush further said "I believe a prosperous democratic Pakistan would be a steadfast partner for America and a peaceful neighbour for India and a force for freedom and moderation in the World." This implies a hell of a lot. 
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