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cial institutions to meet their expenses and ingratiate their pro;
tectors. They also aim at bringing in desired political objective,
whether these are political and economic control of a town,

akistan is afflicted by terrorism as innocent unsus- city, province or failing which work for total secession. This
pecting civilians, religious luminaries, politicians, so- group .thus merits highest attention from national security

, '. ,I cial workers, academics and corporate geniuses are viewpoint. As their loyalty may be double or doubtful they are
~~.. being eliminated almost everyday.Despite tall claims likelyto cause biggest damage to the integrity of the country.

-"~~t made by the government of.giving exe!l1plarypunish- The third type is a merely ~re~ and. paid professio~al.
J11ttPH

.

to the
.

perpetrators of such heInousacts, It 18seldom that These people compelled by their fInancial needs or haVIng
9W1\!,~1tIcu,lpritsare tracedoutfortrialandpunishment. fallenpreyto enemydeceitare forcedto obeytheir paymas-
!} fi~Refailure of the agenciesresponsible for the maintenance ters. They commit acts of terrorism for money only.They are
'Rr~# and order and counter insurgency operations has not not motivatedpeople and have loyaltyto none. Generallythese
JRmy,.iQduceda pervasivesense of abiding fear, it is also eating are the people who are involved in bomb blasts in crowded
.wJ?!Pur economic vitals. The constant threat and fear of ab- places, derailment of trains, blasts in public transport and other
~n, larceny,waylaidor targeted by never missing sharp sabotage activitiesagainst lucrative targets as directed by their
sho~ during broad daylight even in a populated area have pay masters.
mant negative impacts on the country's economic progress. These people may not be armed as such with lethal
BytlWtngunder constant fear of terrorism, the psYcheof the weapons, but can certaiJllybe noticed by their fellow beings
nation has changed. People have become.intolerant, submis- for having an erratic.source of income; There may be other
sive, irritating, brooding, complaining and indolent. Parents types of terrorists, but ttle ones operating in Pakistan can gen-
dreAibtoallowtheir wards to go out for play and recreation. erallybe grouped amongst these three groups. Additionallythe
This tear has grown to such an extent that many people are professional thieve~, dacoits, smugglers and paid murderers
hesit8.1\tto go out for shopping, touring or even for a walk or also make the life of OI:<Wtarypeople quite unsafe and are re-
strobih a garden lest there be a booby trap hidden under a quired to be extirpated, but the sectarian and ethnic terrorists
l<;\91'~ require extra special attention as they are a threat to the very

'.T11~menaceof terrorism has been afflictingthe country for fabric of the state.
the last two decades. Though no region is now safe, Karachi It may not be so easy,to disarm these people. As t4e sec-
IIi!M.Q.~enthe biggest victim. Being the commercial and,eco- tarian menace has a religiO\18overtone, its activities transcend
'fi~rhi~:nerve-centre of Pakistan, the city has apparently been others. These people can orily be controlled through a sus-
ta~atkl to not only paralyse the economy but to tear it asun- tained religious indoctrination aimed at defusing the charged
der. Though the enemies have not succeeded so far their ne- atmosphere through a carefullycrafted scheme. Someof these
farious efforts have not ceased. The insurrection has now per- organisations are flourishing on fanning sectarian hatred and
vaded to far-flung nooks and corners of the country. Despite defusing of the tension threatens their source of income. So

.oold-initiatives taken by successive governments the lava of unless their source.is dried out they may not succumb to rea-
ft~m kee~ on el1lptingat irregular intervals. son.
h~1Hi.IJf.sightsand sounds of bullets mercilesslyriddlinga cross The ethnic question must be addressed politically and the

'c n of people sends cold shivers through spines. The much. genuine grievances of the aggrieved people-must be attended
campaign against illegal weapons has neither reduced to. There may be genuine or perceived grievances which need

ate of killingsnorpalliatedthe pervasivefears. to be addressed.Thepolicyof carrot and stickhas to be ap-
din..!nllpstiou.shquldbeas.towhatis th~,of pliedto these peopleto bringtheminto the mainstreamand-- ...rl""""~~_!l. H. --~-c.,...,,-"t'~- -
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" urgeijts/terrorlsts? Why do they kill innoc~nt1>eopmi "W'lrunmnHLu 1I1!.L1Uili:U"""""".

- they want to achieve? Probably there is no compre-
answer to these questions, but one thing is very clear. ,he menace of terrorism cannot be overcome without in-
etrators of these atro

,

clties are not friends of Pakistan. Tcorporatip.g the help of the masses. The intelligence
, \ some of them maybe doing it as their ill-conceivedre- agencies have to be spec1allytrained and equipped to in-

duty or may be an ill-foundedact of patriotism; the cu- trude into every sectarian, ethnic, political and ,crlminal.orga-
Je effect has brought the country to the brink of being nization, to idtmtifyrthe criITpnalsand terrorists, so as to ap-

:r.~~~ an i?rernationalpariah.Onthe one,handwe arevic- prehendthembefore,theystrike,T~epolicean?justicesystem I

11.'cRterronsm and on the other we are beIng labeled as ex- has to be made efficient, people fnendIy' and Just so that the
q J fiof terrorism. This is the biggest iroriy, which demands people do not resort to accumulation of weapons, private se-N
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citizen. curityguards and mafia.Regardinginflowof weapons,the
~~, R

,

are thes~ terrorists and from
,

where have they come? Mghan government m
"

,ust be engaged effectivelyto stop trans-
?'Z.J.,etfdo they live? Do the people know of there presence fer of weapons to PakiJrtan.
,~

,

p~t them? If so WhY
,

are they not being reported upon? If When we say that the Taliban have control over 90 percent
'~~J\~ye sufficient steps being tak

,

en by the administration to of the country and have a,very e~ective admin~ation then
J!

i- irethe masses to be wary of such characters and report they must demonstrate thea effectivenessby,clamPIngon gun-
ekn suspicion?Havethe press andthe electronicmedia running. .

2! ' .' ed their duties in educating the masses? The terrorists' Allthe madaras!!as in the country must be registered with

I
'E;, ed people who liveamongst us, They are either too in- the government and any institute resisting such registration

, "g'tit and evade detection or live in special hideouts pro- must be closed. Allmadarassas must conform to a national ~

(~~, by t~e patronising organisations which escape suspi- ~llabus, which may be f?rmulated,bya gro~p.ofulemas. Noth-
I

~Aetection. mgmustbe !Illowedagainsta partiCularreligioussectandany t
p.',' 0; arently, there are three main types of terrorists flour" writing containing objectionable/sacrilegious material be con- I

across the country. The biggest appear to be thesectar- fiscated and offenders punished, The heads of all religious I
ts, who unleash act'! of terror to terrorise, coerce, ca- schQolsof thought must be tasked to draw up a code of ethics,
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cQ!\Sl~!:d.li~atlOl1..t2 thp.fll.ltli :1'Z!;.I'j of", (" Ith~J~ an~g cooperatiOn of the..~
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In retaliationthe rival'group triesto earn a larger ait1.ountof dent and pervasive intelligence network, it will be impossible

bl~ngs by not only retaliating but also perpetrating addi" to nab and eliminate the terrorists. The existing setup is man-
tional acts of terrorism. This pandemic exercise proliferates ifest1ynot trained, equipped and indoctrinated to m~t the chal-
and engulfs many heathens too in the process. These acts of leDge.A national task force comprising all segments of prorni-
terrorism are quite profitable as these are apparentfy funded nent people should be tasked to look into the grievances of the
by some foreign agencies. There is no harm in naming RAW minorities and the undergeveloped areas to identifytheir prob-
fm-nct. it is reportedly involved in every type of terrorism in lerns, Special fundgshould be allocated for the uplift of these .
Pakistan. The main objective being to cripple Pakistan's ec
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on-

,

p
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eople/areas so as to bring them at par with the rest of the I

I

1
0 YJ1The rest are a matter of cof\jecture. Interestingly the re- ~!>untrY.
. 'Q:;bigots lnaYbe very patriotic and they may be playing in -' Pakistan is passing through a critical juncture and it is im- I

~ands of foreign sponsors, They are otherWisereported to perative that those execrable activities, which blemish the na-
~'piousinthereligiousparlance. tionalcharacterofPakistan,be obliteratedbya coordinatedi

~/T
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4e other type being e!
,

hniC is concentrated in spe
"

cific andunifiedeffort.
!ffm;,The elementsinvolvedare out to harasstheir political
e~ll.~

,

'9'nents. They are b
,

ig extortionists, They resort to black- The writer is a retired anny office and freebmce columnist
w~g of sorts to fleece the rich, loot banks and other fman- gulzarkhanpk@yahoo.com
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