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~ Indeed, democracy is a means to an
end. What is the end we still aim
at? The end is the good life for

every individual. Democracy, so far
here in our country, is not going in the
direction, everywhere, of what might
be called economic democracy. It may
take different forms, but only in the
n'.easure that it solves the economic
problems would it succeed even in
the politicalfield. Ifthe economic prob-
lems are not solved then the political
structure goes to dogs.

The Parliament occupies a pre-emi-
nent and pivotal position in the coun-
try's constitutional set up and politi-
cal life. It is for the Parliament to
ceaselessly strive towards the con-
summation of the socio-economic
revolution envisaged in the Constitu-
tion and to translate the blueprint into
reality. For, in a demoCFaticpolity, it
is the legislature that must create the
climate and help gather the national
consensus for mange and provide the
formative lead to society.

As a living institution, in the words
of Indian Prime Minister Indira Gan-
dhi, "Parliament should mirror evolv-
ingaspiratiohS ofthe peO'pleand find
solutions to various old and newly
emerging problems." Itbelongs to the
legislature as part of its primary task
to take the right initiative to bring
about orderly social change by enact-
ing laws, laying down appropriate
policies in the important matters and
keeping a stand watch on their effec-
tive implementation. However, in a
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democracy as the supreme representa-
tive body of the people, tIle Parlia-
ment has to be ever responsive to
multifarious changes taking place in
society thereby acting as a guiding
force to the state apparatus for the
initiation and implementation of poli-
cies considered necessary for socio-
economic change.

The state is no longer confined to its
traditional functions. It has got to dis-
charge activities of diverse nature
embracing all fields of economic and
social change. It has even the respon-
sibility of anticipating the socialneeds
and prep,aring the people to accept
the changes. It has, therefore, got to
initiate suitable and timely action to
mould the existing social institutions
and through them the social con-
sciousness of the people.

It is in this context that the Parlia-
ment as the supremelawmaking body
enacts and vests with the state suit-
able legislation for socio-economic
change. Law, like science is a poten-
tial force for socio-economic progress.
With the declining influence of other
social institutions and moral norms in
modem times as regulators' of human
conduct, law becomes the most po-
tent instrument for social change and
social control. A great deal depends,
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Howcan we expect the laws to

bringabout the desired social

changes. '
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therefore, on the objectives of, and
the form in which laws are enacted
and the manner in which these are
implemented.

It is a sad state of affairs that our
mothers and sisters continue to suffer
the indignities inflicted on' them by
anti-social elements day in day out.
We have a law to pro~it dowry, but
the continuing reportS coming from
various parts of the country about the
violation of its provisions, point to its
inadequacies. Torture ofyoungprides
by their ir],;-Jawsol<h
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bands just be-
cause they are unat>Jf."to fulfill their
lust for money and riches is heinous
crIme against humanity. Again one
shudders at reading about the number
of rape cases reported in the newspa-
pers. Likewise killings in the name of
the so-called "Karo-Kari" custom con-
tinue to be committed.

Sad deaths due to consumption of
illicit and spurious liquors are the
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result of a serious malaise in our soci-
ety. All this is indicative of the weak-
nesses in the existing social change
legislation, which encourages open
defiance of the laws by unscrupulous
people. Identification' of the prob-
lems and obstacles that come in
the way of implementation of these
laws is, therefore, a major task fac-

ding us today. .
;l We have the Child Marriage Re-
e straint Act, we have laws prohibit-

ing child labour, prostitution, illicit
r distillation and vending and so on.
r They are good pieces of legislation
{ but they are just in the statute book.

They are not implemented in the real
t sense of the term.
1 Here both the e~ecutive and the
~ politicians fail. Legislators should be
~ aware of what laws they are enacting
~ andtheyareshouldpursuetheselaws
, to their>logj.cal end. Tl)e executive
r should implement the laws, and at, the same time, the Parliament must
! also oversee the actual implemen-
I tation. Unfortunately, we have
! failed in this direction and much
f harm has been done to the social
! and economic structure of the coun- .

try by the non-implementation of such
~ measures,
I How can we expect the laws tobring

::E:3
J

""""""""""'---'- - ~-~

about the desired social changes and
regulate the behaviour of the society,
if,after hammering out the enactments
on the legislative anvil, the legislators
themselves become complacent or do
not help in creating the right atmos-
phere for their effective implementa-
tion? . .

Experiences have shown us that any
legislation which rims-out the social
urge aJways remains ineffective.
Hence, true limits of the law'"scompe-
tenCemust be found in the social con-
sciousness of the people. If the people
are made to feel that a particular leg-
islative measures even the conten-
tious Legal framework Order (LFO)
is in their interest or common good,
then and then alone, can a particular
social law give proper direction, form
and continuity to social change, The
legislators must explain to the com-
mon people, in language which they
understand, the purpose behind the
deadlock of LFO and various other
legislative measures and convince
them of their efficacy in brining about
the much-needed transformation in
their 'lives. ~,

Predsely speaking, Parliament
would have served as a barometer of
the nation. Whatever is happening in
the country and what is about to hap-
pen, its immediate reflection should
have been found in the National As-
sembly. The floor of the House would
have served as a living and throbbing
institution of the people. Unfortu-
nately, the truth is otherwise.


