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Any progressive country aspiring to occupy a befitting place in the comity of nations encourages the establishment of a supreme scientific organisation for the promotion of science and its applications for the general welfare of humanity. While these organisations may not carry out actual laboratory research, they do provide a forum for the advancement of scientific research, popularisation of science as well as to motivate scientists and technologists, as well as studies in new areas.

Since utmost importance is attached to membership of such an academy, only scientists of the highest merit, who have made outstanding contributions to the advancement of scientific knowledge, are elected as its fellows. The academy is regarded as a repository of the highest scientific talent available in the country and is supported and consulted in all matters relating to scientific education, research and development. 

The idea of establishing such an organisation under the name of the ‘Pakistan Academy of Sciences’ was mooted in November 1947 at the first National Educational Conference held in Karachi soon after the creation of Pakistan. One of the foundation fellows, Dr M Raziuddin Siddiqi, drafted the constitution of the academy. The academy was inaugurated by the then prime minister, Khwaja Nazimuddin, on February 16, 1953, during the 5th Pakistan Science Conference in Lahore. Prof. M. Afzal Hussain was elected its president and Dr M Raziuddin Siddiqi its secretary. 

The Pakistan Academy of Sciences is a non-governmental and non-political scientific body of distinguished national scientists. The government of Pakistan has given a consultative and advisory status to the academy “on all problems relating to the development of scientific efforts in the country” and “generally on such matters of national and international importance in the field of science as may be referred to the academy”. The affairs of the academy are regulated by its charter and by-laws, which are approved by the fellows.

The academy is governed by a 17-member council that includes its president, two vice-presidents, a secretary-general, and an associate secretary-general and treasurer. Prof Dr Atta-ur-Rahman is the current president and Prof Dr Anwar Nasim is the secretary-general. Both are eminent scientists. 

Unfortunately, no government in this country has ever utilised this pool of talent of top class scientists, engineers and doctors. Our rulers seem to have considered it below their dignity to seek advice from these qualified, educated and experienced professionals. The result is that their talent has gone wasted. Prof M A Kazi, Prof Saleimuzzaman Siddiqui, Prof Raziuddin Siddiqi, Prof Misbahuddin Shami, Prof Amir Mohd Khan, Dr A Q Khan and Dr Ishfaq Ahmad Khan have all served as presidents of the Academy. 

The present building was constructed from a grant by Gen Ziaul Haq. Due to paucity of funds, the building was not properly finished and there was no boundary wall. When I was elected president in the mid-1990s I managed to collect money from well-wishers and an auditorium, offices, conference room and reception hall were added. A guest house with dining room, mosque, car porch, etc was also constructed for visiting Fellows. We also managed to create a corpus of Rs20 million to create a regular income to cover running expenses. Because of this, I had the honour of being elected for an unprecedented three terms as president. 

When Dr Attaur Rahman became minister of science and technology and chairman of the Higher Education Commission, he arranged a reasonable annual grant to enable the academy to undertake many useful activities. Pakistan’s foremost and eminent scientists and engineers have been fellows of the academy and some foreign eminent scientists, such as Prof A Salam and Prof Riazuddin, have been foreign fellows. At the moment there are 93 fellows and 20 foreign fellows. 

The aims and objectives of the academy are to a) promote higher studies and research; b) formulate standards of scientific effort and recognise outstanding contributions; c) publish scientific literature; d) establish relations between Pakistani scientists and the international community; e) award grants, scholarships, fellowships, etc for scientific research; f) undertake such scientific work as it may be called upon to perform by the government; g) advise the government; h) secure and administer funds for the promotion and development of scientific research; i) assist in the efforts of other scientific bodies; and j) all other activities considered conductive to the attainment of its aims and objectives. 

The academy has published an official quarterly journal, ‘Proceedings of the Pakistan Academy of Sciences’ since 1964. A quarterly newsletter containing the professional activities of the academy and its fellows is also published. 

In the interest of promoting science in the country, outstanding performers have been awarded, research and travel grants given, and conferences been supported financially. The academy has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with various other academies to promote joint scientific pursuits. The goals of this collaboration are:

i. Coordinating joint projects;

ii. Participation of Pakistani scientists in bilateral symposia, etc;

iii. Exchange visits;

iv. Exchange of scientific publications, etc;

v. Technical collaboration.

In 2012, in collaboration with PMAS-Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, a National Science Conference was organised, which encompassed agricultural sciences, basic sciences, computing sciences, engineering sciences and medical sciences. 

During 1967-68 several committees were appointed for revising and modernising the honours and post-graduate syllabi in various subjects. These reports were circulated and many universities revised their programmes accordingly. Together with the Pakistan Council for Science and Technology, recommendations were formulated for the National Science Policy (1975-76). 

It is most unfortunate that, since the demise of the Quaid-e-Azam and the Quaid-e-Millat, the country has become the fiefdom of mostly uneducated rulers who have indulged in nepotism, favouritism and corruption. Despite the fact that we have thousands of highly educated and experienced scientists and engineers, their services have not been fully utilised. They have always had to play second fiddle to bureaucrats with no more than a bachelor’s degree to their name. 

In addition to PAS, we also have the Pakistan Engineering Council and the Institute of Engineers where invaluable talent is available to assist in dealing with many of the problems facing the country.


