Can windmills deliver?


THE energy crisis across the country is worsening by the day — by the hour, actually. Disappointingly, there is no immediate solution on the horizon either. Preoccupied by political compulsions, the new government is bound to take time settling in. Till then, it will be down to the bare day-to-day essentials. This, in turn, means continuing problems for industrial and domestic consumers alike. Things being what they are, the announcement by the Alternative Energy Development Board (AEDB) that it has provided land to 24 potential investors in Sindh for installing wind energy mills to produce 1,200MW of power has, indeed, the potential to make a difference. This newspaper has repeatedly stressed the need to diversify the country’s energy profile. Around half of the country’s needs right now are met through use of indigenous gas, another 28 per cent through domestic and imported oil, and some 13 per cent through hydro-electricity. Coal at seven per cent and nuclear energy at one per cent stand at the periphery of our energy mix. In contrast, the renewable energy industry is gaining momentum worldwide. According to a recent report by the Renewable Energy Network for the 21st Century (REN21), global wind generating capacity is estimated to have increased by 28 per cent, while that of solar panels has surged by as much as 52 per cent. The sector now accounts for 2.4 million jobs globally, and has doubled power generating capacity in the last three years to 240 gigawatts. Through the AEDB announcement, Pakistan has now joined 65 other countries that have made a commitment to accelerate the use of renewable energy.

The thing to watch out for is the country’s passion for self-destruction. We have already seen bombastic pronouncements regarding what we can do with our coal reserves; that the country has coal reserves that can produce energy equivalent to more than 400 billion barrels of oil or over 850 trillion cubic feet of gas. But all these have remained mere statistics. One hopes that this time round, it would be different. The wind mill project has already taken four years to reach where it is today. The delay has increased the cost of the project by way of increased prices of wind turbines. Besides, delivery time had also been extended, which means the country will have to wait for at least three years to have a functioning windmill. Is it a case of stillbirth? Let’s hope it is not.

