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ISLAMABAD, May 14: Expenditure on poverty reduction programmes improved only marginally, by 5.3 per cent to Rs651 billion, during the first nine months of the current fiscal year, against last year’s Rs618 billion despite the launch of the ambitious Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP). 

Data released by the finance ministry on Friday suggested that budgetary expenditure for poverty reduction efforts did not make a real increase when seen in the context of overall inflation and currency devaluation. 

As a result of utilisation of only Rs17.7 billion in nine months under the BISP, the government is expected to divert over Rs40 billion from the programme towards meeting the fiscal deficit target. The government had allocated about Rs70 billion in the budget for BISP, but it seemed difficult to utilise more than Rs30 billion for income support to the poor. 

Official statistics suggested that poverty-related expenditure on roads, highways and bridges was down by 21 per cent, to Rs38.8 billion in nine months this year against Rs48.6 billion of the same period last year. Expenditure on water supply and sanitation stood at Rs12.9 billion against Rs11.4 billion in the same period last year, an increase of about 13 per cent. 

The expenditure on education sector stood at Rs175 billion in nine months this year against Rs153.5 billion last year, showing an increase of about 14 per cent. 

Likewise, expenditure on health sector in nine months this year stood at Rs55 billion against Rs43 billion in the same period last year — an increase of about 28 per cent. 

The expenditure on population planning this year was Rs4.3 billion against Rs3.8 billion, showing an increase of 13 per cent. An amount of Rs27 billion was spent on social security and welfare in first nine months this year against Rs17.3 billion last year, an increase of 5.3 per cent. This included about Rs17.7 billion distributed through BISP this year. 

Statistics also suggested that expenditure on natural calamities and disasters amounted to Rs7.5 billion against Rs4.9 billion last year, a rise of 53 per cent. The government also spent Rs53 billion this year on agriculture against Rs49 billion, a rise of eight per cent. 

The government spent a measly Rs1.3 billion this year on land reclamation against Rs1.5 billion last year, showing a reduction of 15 per cent. Investment in rural development was significantly higher this year at Rs10.7 billion against Rs6.3 billion, up by about 70 per cent. 

Expenditure on law and order also increased significantly this year and stood at Rs98 billion against Rs66 billion in nine months last year, showing an increase of 48 per cent. However, the amount spent on subsidies dropped significantly and stood at Rs128 billion in nine months this year against Rs176 billion in the same period last year, showing a reduction of about 27 per cent. 

