New population control policy: Religious scholars taken on board 
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PESHAWAR, March 13: The government has announced a major shift in national population control policy by adopting new a strategy to take on board religious scholars and other stakeholders. 

Addressing a press conference and a seminar titled ‘Involvement of religious leaders in population welfare programme’ here on Saturday, Federal Minister for Population Welfare Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan said that government thoroughly reviewed the national population policy to make it socially acceptable for putting brakes on the burgeoning population. 

The seminar was organised by Federal Ministry for Population at Pakistan Academy of Rural Development. 

“The past strategy of bachay do hi achay (two children are good) had elicited objections from the religious segments of the society and now a new slogan bachy sub hi achay (all children are good) was being introduced,” she said. 

She hoped that the new slogan would make marked difference. The government will not relay on mere slogan rather it would sensitise masses about the basic human rights of the children, she added. 

“When masses get aware about the rights of their children, they will go for birth-spacing definitely to ensure both maternal and child health,” she said. 

She added that under the new policy awareness regarding control over population would be introduced at the grassroots level. She said that first meetings and seminars would be arranged at province level following by the district, union council and village levels. 

Ms Awan linked the ongoing militancy and insurgency with the rapid increase in population. “Population explosion was turning into bomb explosion accompanying problems of various magnitudes including un-employment, poverty and detracting youths from right track”, she said. 

The lack of the human resources was the main reasons, which diverted youths to militancy, she said. 

The minister said that early marriages and birth space factors were other issues needed to be addressed. She also stressed the need for sustainability of the government policies. 

She said that the new policy regarding population had been devised with the consultation of all the political parties to avert the chance of discarding it after the end of PPP’s tenure. 

“We are establishing Safe Mother Homes to cut down total fertility rate from present 4.2 per women to 2.8 per year in Pakistan by the year 2020,” she said. 

Ms Awan said that pregnant women would be given free antenatal in post natal services at SMH to bring down women mortality due to pregnancy related complications from the present 600 in 100,000 live birth to 300 during the next 10 years. 

NWFP Minister for Population Welfare Saleem Khan said that religious scholars had played a vital role in Bangladesh in controlling population. He said that religious scholars’ role was vital in this regard as they had close contacts with the common people. 

A large number of religious scholars and theologians were also present on the occasion, representing various schools of thoughts and regions of the province. 

Professor Mirajul Islam of University of Peshawar in his presentation highlighted the matter from the perspective of Islamic teachings. He said that setting of goals, making plans and designing strategies to ensure the accomplishment of objectives were all Islamic traditions and in accordance with the Qur’anic injunctions and the practice of the prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 

