Sardar Muhammad Iqbal (1928-2008)

Justice (Retd) Sardar Muhammad Iqbal passed away on Sunday at the age of 84. Had the judiciary not been politicised, his achievements as a servant of society would have been more properly recognised. That he was a brilliant lawyer was proved when he was made a permanent judge of the West Pakistan High Court at the age of 40 in 1962. He became chief justice of the Lahore High Court in 1972 at the relatively young age of 50. Because of politicisation, which gave rise to rivalry between senior judges, the Constitution was amended in 1978 to set his tenure at four years to make him retire prematurely. Sounds familiar today?

But Sardar Iqbal leaves behind landmarks of service that cannot be ignored. He was a great teacher, and after a lifetime time of teaching law, was made Professor Emeritus by the Punjab University on whose board of governors he remained a member practically all his life. In 1983, he was made Pakistan’s first ombudsman and set up the institution with the finesse native to him. He was Pakistan’s most capable representative at international conferences and jurists’ moots. Colleges and hospitals that needed his legal and organisational talent always put him on their governing bodies. His law office trained lawyers such as Mr Fazl Ghani Khan, Mr MA Ghani, Mr Khalilur Rehman Khan, Mr Rafiq Tarar, Mrs Nasira Iqbal, Mr SM Zafar — including the current chief justice of the Lahore High Court, Syed Zahid Hussain — who went on to distinguish themselves in the profession. May he rest in peace. *

