Renowned artist Ghulam Rasul dies

* PM Yousaf Raza Gilani, PNCA DG express grief over death of legendary landscape painter

 ISLAMABAD: Renowned painter and Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) former director general (DG) Ghulam Rasul died of cardiac arrest in Islamabad on Thursday. He was 67. He has left behind three daughters and a widow and hundreds of admirers to mourn his death. He was buried in H-11 graveyard. His funeral prayer was offered in F-10/2 mosque, which was attended by Agha Nasir, Mustanser Javed, PNCA DG Tauqeer Nasir and hundreds of his admirers and friends. Ghulam Rasul, commonly known as GR among his friends and whose paintings are part of many international collections, did his Master’s degree from the Punjab University, Lahore in 1964 and later taught art and history at the Punjab University and Northern Illinois University USA from where he obtained an MFA in 1972. GR was associated with paintings of the Punjab’s landscapes. He was equally trained in printmaking and calligraphy. GR worked with the PNCA from 1974 until he retired as its DG in 2002. He was the recipient of Presidential Pride of Performance Award for Art. Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani has expressed his deep grief and sorrow over sudden death of GR. Gilani lauded the services and contribution of the late GR in the field of art. He prayed to Almighty Allah to rest the departed soul in eternal peace and grant courage to the bereaved family to bear this irreparable loss with fortitude. Meanwhile, a number of art lovers on Thursday also expressed deep sorrow over the sad demise of the legendary artist. PNCA DG Tauqeer Nasir lauding the efforts of GR in the field of fine arts termed him an institution.

