Rao Rasheed passes away
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Staff Report

LAHORE: Rao Abdul Rasheed (81), former Punjab inspector general of police and chief security officer of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, passed away on Wednesday. 

He was laid to rest at Defence Housing Authority graveyard. Senior police officials and politicians including Naveed Chaudhry, Dr Mubashar, Mian Ihsanul Haq, Mian Sajid Pervez, Nawaz Gondal, Rana Zulqarnain and Altaf Qureshi participated in his funeral. He leaves behind three sons. 

Rao Rasheed was born in Renala Khurd, Sahiwal District, on November 11, 1926. After doing his master’s in economics from Aligarh University, Uttar Pradesh, he joined Sahiwal College as a lecturer. He later passed the Civil Superior Services examination and joined the Police Department. He was promoted as Punjab IGP in August 1974. He also served as Intelligence Bureau director. After his retirement in April 1976, he was appointed as special security advisor to the prime minister. 

After the dismissal of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto by Gen Ziaul Haq, Rasheed was sacked after refusing to go against the Bhutto government. 

After his dismissal, the government pressured him, but he did not agree to become an approver against Bhutto. When Benazir landed in Lahore in 1986, Rao Rasheed welcomed her at the Lahore airport. Benazir, after winning the 1988 elections, appointed Rao as advisor to the prime minister. Later he developed differences with Benazir and left the PPP in 1994. 

Mir Murtaza Bhutto appointed him as PPP (Shaheed Bhutto) central secretary general. After Murtaza’s assassination, Rao Rasheed left the party. Rao Rasheed later joined the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) as central secretary general. 

After some time, he left the PTI and started writing books and articles for several newspapers. 

Rao Rasheed was a senior member of the PPP’s ‘Gang of Four’ when Benazir became the prime minister in 1988. The other members were Malik Meraj Khalid, Afzal Sandhu and Mian Ihsanul Haq. 

On Tuesday he felt a sharp pain in his chest and was rushed to a nearby hospital. The doctors diagnosed that one of his arteries was blocked and he needed angioplasty. 

On Wednesday he again felt a pain and was rushed to the hospital, but he did not survive. The police gave him a guard of honour. 

His qul will be held on Thursday (today) at Sector T Mosque at 3pm and dua will be held at 4.15pm. 

