Faiz and a Fundraiser
By Huma Khawar
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A tribute to the late poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz, titled Roshan Kahin Bahar ke Imkaan huay to Hain, was organised recently in the Capital to raise funds for the Family Health Hospital (FHH), a facility that offers health and reproductive services to the underprivileged areas of the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

Naeem Bokhari opened the evening in his immaculate Punjabi and continued to recite verses about liberation and freedom of expression by the renowned poet at regular intervals. Since FHH specialises in male and female contraceptive services, Naeem’s comic takes on vasectomy saw the audience roaring with laughter.

Although there have been evenings focusing on the literary works of Faiz from time to time, something novel about this show was the reading of letters exchanged between Faiz and his wife, Alys, while the poet was in jail. While many of us have witnessed the readings of Tumhari Amrita by Shabana Azmi and Farooq Sheikh, this was far better as the audience could relate to the time and situation they were written in. The reading was brilliantly carried out by Sania Saeed as she read letters by Alys in English, while Nurul Hasan, in true Faiz-style, read his letters in Urdu.

Addressing her husband as “Dear heart” through her letters, Alys tried to update Faiz on every detail at home — his daughters, Salima and Moneeza, friends, current affairs and office issues. “Salima has a lovely cat which she dotes on. Moneeza abuses the judges and asks, ‘How long is four years, Ammi?’ I hear (your book) Dast-i-Saba has been confiscated. Shall I send you money? My heart sings for you. All your friends — and there are so many — send you love. P.S. Did you get my telegram? P.P.S. Mizu has chicken pox. — Alys”

Another read: “It can hardly be a long letter. We have all got bad colds and soar throats. Your girlfriends across the office are still awaiting your return. People say the trial will soon end. Tonight the heart aches, but there are hopes. — Alys”



The expression, the wit and the emotions compressed in a few pages told a tale of patience, love and pain. Receiving so much news from home, Faiz replied: ‘I have lost count of days. I wish I could do something to reduce your pain but can’t send anything but love — and love I do, day and night’
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Besides the crème de la crème of Islamabad, the Faiz clan in its entirety was also present among the audience, listening attentively. How come your Nana wrote to Alys in Urdu, I asked Adeel Hashmi, to which he replied, “He originally wrote in English but translated them for publication during his life in Urdu.” Adeel had also directed the show organised by Grapevine.

Later, Naeem Bokhari invited Shoaib Hashmi, Salima, Moneeza, Adeel, Agha Nasir and Iftikhar Arif to share their thoughts on Faiz. Agha Nasir said he had nearly completed his book, a piece of research on Faiz’s poetry, along with the situations, circumstances and the events in history that inspired him. The book, he said, was his long overdue tribute to Faiz.

“I wanted him to write an autobiography, but he said my life is not interesting. If I write, I’ll write for friends,” said daughter Salima. “He never took himself seriously. We never knew he was ‘somebody’. On the other hand, we were impressed by his friends like Dilip Kumar and were very excited when Rajinder Singh Bedi took me and Mizu for ice cream.”
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Moneeza was happy in the knowledge of the fact that the second generation had taken charge to keeping Faiz’s precious memory alive, and proud of the fact that her son, Adeel, had directed the show. On Zia Moheyddin’s recitation, Nighat Chaudhry performed, wearing an off-white silk peshwaz and gajras in her hair. After a break, she returned to do a Kathak number.

Tina Sani was the last to perform and invited the audience to come forward on the farshi area. She sang a selection of Faiz, including Bahar Aaye, Mujh Se Pehli Si Mohabbat, Gar Mujhe Iss Ka Yaqeen Ho, concluding with Lazim Hai Ke Hum Bhi Dekhain Ge. The finale comprised a bunch of seven-year-olds all clad in white shalwar kameez, singing Yeh Haath Salamat Hain Jab Tak, as they entered the hall carrying lighted candles.

Earlier, a documentary narrated by Sufia Shahid shed light on maternal mortality and female reproductive health. Shafqat Mehmood, the chairperson of the Family Planning Association of Pakistan, also announced the establishment of Operation Smile, a venture to help female victims of domestic violence through reconstructive surgery.


