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	Former Pakistan all-rounder buried at Caterham: Wasim Hasan Raja gets emotional farewell
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By Muhammad Ali

REDHILL (Surrey): Former Pakistan swashbuckling and dashing cricketer Wasim Hasan Raja, who died of cardiac arrest while playing for Surrey last week, was buried at the Caterham graveyard amid emotional scenes here on Thursday. His Namaz-e-Jinaza was offered at the Redhill Mosque. 

Wasim’s death came in the middle of a bad week for Pakistan cricket team following their loss of the fourth Test by forfeit after the umpires ruled them guilty of ball tampering at The Oval. Less than 100 people including former cricketers Mushtaq Mohammad, Asif Iqbal, Wasim’s brother Ramiz Raja, wife Ayesha, sons Ali and Ahmad attended the funeral. It was very strange that no member of the Pakistan cricket team including manager Zaheer Abbas, who played with Wasim, came to say goodbye to this great cricketer of 70’s and 80’s. 

Wasim’s younger brother Ramiz also played Test cricket for Pakistan and later briefly captained the national team. Ramiz is now a respected TV cricket commentator. Wasim, who died aged 54, was an ebullient all-rounder who seldom bothered with the expected. Though he was a left-handed middle-order batsman, he bowled right-handed – leg-breaks and googlies – and was not just much-loved, but something of an international cult figure. Former Pakistan captains Mushtaq and Asif said that his death had left them deeply shocked. “He was our great friend. He was a very nice person, a thorough gentleman and a fantastic cricketer. The game has lost a great servant, a true entertainer and someone who played with a flair that only a player with real talent can display,” they said.

Wasim made his international debut in 1973 and went on to play at the highest level for 12 years, appearing in 57 Tests and 54 ODIs, including matches in each of the first three World Cups, in 1975, 1979 and 1983. His greatest achievement as a player came during Pakistan’s 1977 tour of the West Indies where, against the home side’s legendary pace attack, he scored 517 runs, including an unbeaten 117 in Barbados.

Bright and cultured, Wasim graduated with a master’s in political science from Government College Lahore. Some felt he would have made a fair Test captain – indeed, he was vice-captain on the dispiriting 1978 tour to England – but he did not relish the politics of sport, much preferring to entertain. Upon retiring from international cricket, he gained a postgraduate certificate at Durham University to become a teacher of geography and physical education. He also coached the Pakistan Under-19 team and served as an International Cricket Council (ICC) match referee.


