Asad Amanat will be missed
By Seema Faruqi
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The shocking news of renowned vocalist Asad Amanat Ali Khan’s death on April 9, just weeks after the President bestowed him with a Pride of Performance award on Pakistan Day, has come as a terrible blow to the entertainment industry. At the time of his death, the maestro was in the UK where he had gone to perform and to undergo medical treatment.

Born in 1953 to Ustad Amanat Ali Khan in the Patiala gharana, Asad followed the trend set by his great grandfather, Ustad Ali Bukhsh Khan, carried the torch ignited by his grandfather, the famed musician Akhtar Hussain, and his sons Ustad Amanat Ali Khan (father), Fateh Ali Khan and Hamid Ali Khan (uncles).

Asad began his career soon after his father’s sudden death in the mid-70s and also owed much of his early recognition to his father’s famous numbers, Inshaji Utho Aab Kooch Karo and Hontoon Pe Kabhi Unn Ke Mera Naam Bhi Aaye. But it was his own ghazals that eventually won him recognition in the ’80s. From Aah Ko Chahiye Aik Umar Asr Honay Tak, Umran Langiyan Pabaan Bahar to Kal Chaudveen Ki Raat Thi Shab Bhar Raha Charcha Tera to the original Khamaj (Mora Saiyaan Mohse Bole Na sung later by his brother Shafqat Amanat Ali of Fuzon). Asad’s ghazals earned him fame not only in India and Pakistan but abroad as well.



Asad Amanat Ali Khan began his career soon after Ustad Amanat Ali Khan’s death. He owed much of his early recognition to his father’s famous numbers, ‘Inshaji Utho Aab Kooch Karo’ and ‘Hontoon Pe Kabhi Unn Ke Mera Naam Bhi Aaye’



During the ’70s and ’80s, Asad tried his hand at playback singing. From Lollywood leading men Waheed Murad to Nadeem, Shahid to Ghulam Mohiuddin, Sherry Malik to Asif Raza Mir, Asad had the distinction of lending his voice for the most popular actors of his generation. For M. Ashraf’s Saheli Asad sang as many as three songs filmed on Waheed Murad, with Awaz Woh Jadu Sa Jagati Hui Awaz and Aankhain Ghazal Hain Aapki gaining the distinction of being evergreen numbers due to his brilliant vocal rendition.

Nisar Bazmi, Master Abdullah and A. Hameed were the other prominent musicians who benefited from Asad’s immense talent as a playback singer of repute. But since his aim had never been to follow pop culture, he bid adieu to the silver screen in the late ’80s, with the title track of the Mohammad Ali-Zeba starrer, Mohabbat Ho To Aisi Ho, as his last film song.

Asad had a special fondness for London as he was the first and one of the very few Pakistanis to perform at the Royal Albert Hall, and ultimately met his end in the city as well. Asad leaves behind two daughters and a son, besides two wives, one of them being Zill-e-Huma, one of the daughters of the late singing legend Malika-i-Tarannum Noor Jehan, to mourn his death.

Ghar Wapas Jab Aao Gay was the most famous ghazal of Asad’s which he performed everywhere he went along side Insha Ji Utho. Ironically, like his father Amanat Ali who sang it for the first time ever, Asad, too, left the world at a relatively young age. It will be years before anyone can take the place Asad Amanat Ali Khan has achieved in all the various genres of music.



Asad’s memorable film songs 

  

	Song 
	Film

	Kia Gul Badani 
	Abhi To Main Jawan Hoon

	Tu Shama-i-Mohabbat Hai 
	Shama-i-Mohabbat

	Pyar Kay Sawal Ka 
	Intikhab

	Awaaz Woh Jadu 
	Saheli

	Aankhain Ghazal Hain Aapki 
	Saheli

	Tere Roop Ka Pujari 
	Sheeshay Ka Ghar

	Tu Mere Pyar Ka 
	Awaaz

	Kamsin Ho Tumhain Pyar 
	Zindagi

	I Love You 
	I Love You

	Mohabbat Ho To Aisi Ho 
	Mohabbat Ho To Aisi Ho


 



Popular ghazals of Asad Amanat Ali Khan 


Ghar Wapas Jab Aao Gay
Aah Ko Chahiye Aik Umar Asr Honay Tak
Umran Langiyan Pabaan Bahar
Kal Chaudveen Ki Raat Thi
Mora Saiyan Mohse Bole Na
Insha Ji Utho
Hontoon Pe Kabhi Unn Ke
Tum Aaye Ho Na
Kal Me Inhin Raston Se Guzra
Teri Hote Hue Mehfil Mein
Na Maro Bhar Pichkari
Ghum Tera Hum Ne Pa Liya
Dyar Yaar Gaya
Jo Baat Dil Ki
Mainu Tere Jiya Sonha
