Ahmed Rashid ranked 51 among global thinkers

LAHORE: The prestigious Foreign Policy magazine has ranked Pakistan’s Ahmed Rashid number 51 in a bid to reward the world’s best minds. Rashid was ranked above Henry Kissinger, Amartya Sen, Francis Fukuyama, Gordon Brown and Richard Haas. He is part of an elite group of people which includes the likes of Barack Obama, Bill and Hillary Clinton, Bill Gates, Thomas Friedman, Aung San Suu Kyi, Kofi Annan, Bernard-Henri Lévy, Anwar Ibrahim, Fareed Zakaria, George Soros, Jeffrey D Sachs, Muhammad Yunus, Christopher Hitchens and C Raja Mohan. “Rashid knows the people and conflicts of Afghanistan and Pakistan better than perhaps any living journalist,” said the magazine. Rashid graduated from Cambridge University in the late 1960s and later established himself as a reputed journalist and a prolific writer, “publishing a number of works that have become required reading. Rashid’s most recent book, last year’s Descent into Chaos, accuses George W Bush’s administration of ‘arrogance and ignorance’ for neglecting to provide the necessary troops and development funds to rebuild Afghanistan following the 2001 US invasion. It also offers a damning portrait of his old friend, Afghan President Hamid Karzai. He advocates a ‘Western-led Marshall Plan’ to revitalise the region’s economy and undercut Al Qaeda’s ideological appeal - in short, a nation-building effort whose success could be measured in GDP growth and the expansion of political freedoms, rather than bombing runs and body counts”.

