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Batang Ai National Park is
located at the perimeter of the
vast Lanjak Entimau wildlife
sanctuary, a major Malaysian-
Indonesian conservation proj-
ect. Batang Ai is an important
sanctuary for wild orang-utans,
gibbons and hornbills. An
interesting feature of the park
is the way in which local Iban
longhouse communities have
been involved in conservation
management.

Matang Wildlife
Centre: A part of Kubah
National Park, Matang Wildlife
Centre is Sarawak's main centre
for wildlife conservation and
rehabilitation. It is a halfway
house for wild animals that have
been rescued from captivity, and

a training centre for young

atans-who arc gradually

reintroduced to their natural

rainforest environment and
taught to survive in the wild.
Loagan Bunut
(Accessible From Miri):
Loagan Bunut is Sarawak's
largest natural lake. Its area
expands and contracts according
to the amount of rainfall, form-
ing a unique and ever-changing
ecosystem. The grasslands,

swamps and reed-beds of this
wetland park are a bird-watch-
er’s paradise. Visitors can also

Bridge through the park

visit Berawan villages and long-
houses and see local fishermen
practicing their traditional fish-
ing methods. Loagan Bunut is
accessible by road from Miri.
Niah (Accessible From
Bintulu Or Miri): This park

_includes Niah Cave and the

surrounding rainforest. It is an
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important archaeological site
and one of the cradles of civi-
lization in Sountheast Asia;
human remains found here
have been dated as over 40,000
years old. Visitors can see birds
nest collectors at innumerable
plant and tree species it features
gibbons, tarsiers, bearded pigs,
flying lizards, deer and 157 dif-
ferent types of bird. The park
offers excellent trekking trails,
a canopy viewing tower and
delightful jungle pools and

waterfalls, just 30 minutes
away from Miri.
Gunung Mulu

(Accessible from Miri):
Gunung Mulu is Sarawak’s
largest national park and the
site of one of the world’s great-
est cave systems. It features the
world’s largest cave passage,
the largest natural chamber, the
longest cave in Southeast Asia
and fascinating underground
ecosystems.

Mulu’s bio-diversity is as
impressive as its world-famous
caves. For example, the park
contain 8 different forest types,
thousands of species of ferns,
fungi and flowering plants, 75
species of mammal and 262
species of birds. The four show
caves at Mulu can be easily
visited as day trips from the
park  headquarters. More |
adventurous  visitors  can |
choose from a range of nature- |
based  activities including |
adventure caving, rock climb-
ing, mountain biking and jun-
gle trekking. Guided treks
include the climb to view of
Pinnacles, a spectacular lime- |
stone rock formation, and the |
Headhunters’ Trail from Mulu {
to Limbang. .

Similajau (Accessible |
from Bintulu): Similajau is
an unspoiled strip of coastal
rainforest just a short drive from
Bintulu. The park offers superb
golden sand  beaches ' criss-
crossed with small rivers and

creeks, 185 species of birds and
some unusual reptiles. These
include the green turtle, which
lays its eggs on the beaches
here, and the estuarine croco-
dile. The park offers a range of
activities, the most popular of
which are jungle trekking, bird-
watching and coastal cruises. B



