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Palestinian issue is the most intractable political problem that has defied settlement since the last 60 years. A number of plans, proposals and roadmap have been suggested, but none has succeeded. Indeed with the passage of time the issue is becoming increasingly complex.
President Bush, in his last year of presidency has also decided to engage his administration in seeking a resolution of the problem and convened a summit of 40 countries and individuals in Annapolis (Maryland) for a 3 days meeting (27 - 29 Nov). All analysts agree that only US has the influence and resources to broker a deal between Palestinians and Israel. But given Israel's total hold over the foreign policy of the US, Bush deemed it prudent not to involve US in the matter, and this may explain why in the 7 years of his presidency Bush did not address this issue. However with serious reverses in Iraq and Afghanistan, both political and military Bush is desperately in need of a foreign policy success in the twilight of his presidency; and hence the initiative.
Annapolis Summit was unique in many aspects. The participation of 40 countries at foreign minister level including those of Saudi Arabia and Syria was in itself impressive. Pre-Conference international diplomatic efforts were made and Condoleezza Rice paid 9 visits to the different capitals in the region to prepare an agreed text of principles that would provide parameters for launching of a peace process. Both Palestinian Authority President Mehmoud Abbas and Israeli PM Olmert held a number of meeting to find common ground and an agreed text. The tow protagonists in the final hours agreed on a joint declaration that was read out by President Bush in a White House ceremony flanked by Abbas and Olmert. 
Bush declared that "we meet to lay the foundations for the establishment of a new nation, a democratic Palestinian state that will live side by side with Israel in peace and security". For achievement of this end, Israel and Palestinian leaders negotiated a joint document outlining the principles of a peace treaty by Dec 08 and to serve as the basis for formal statehood negotiations. 
The roadmap outlined by President Bush in April 2003, envisaged the creation of a Palestinian state by Sept 2005 did not take off. However this roadmap becomes the basis of an agreed text, that would be discussed by the two parties meeting in Jerusalem on December 12.
Annapolis Summit document has a number of fault lines beginning with absence of Hamas which is in total control of Gaza - half of the Palestinian territory a real party to the dispute. The declaration remained vague on the Palestinian demands that a clean time table for negotiations be set up and all the major issues Jerusalem, refugees and statehood should be specifically mentioned. However, the statement neither referred to the withdrawal of Israeli troops from the occupied territories, nor to UNSC resolutions 242 and 338.
The two parties agreed to undertake negotiations for a treaty 'resolving all outstanding issues' without mentioning any one of them. It however made pointed reference the 'Security of Israel', and required that P A to dismantle 'terrorist organisations' as a pre-condition for any settlement. The Israeli intent is very clear. Abbas has been asked to crush all resistance to Israel, implying that Hamas led government in Gaza be retaken. It is a simple prescription for a fratricidal war between Palestinian Authority and Hamas. In the name of security for Israel, Palestinian Authority has been asked to do the dirty work of eliminating Hamas as a political force.
Any assessment that Annapolis Conference advanced the prospects of peace between Palestinians and Israel is without any substance. Israel's record of appropriation of Palestinian lands and its wanton killing of Palestinians and collective punishments is there for all to see. Even during the talks Israel continued its aerial attacks against Gaza and killed innocent citizens with impunity, since Hamas's kidnapping of Israeli soldier Gilat Shalit, Israeli have killed almost 500 Palestinians. According to AFP, a total of 5906 people have been killed in the violence since the uprising started. 
Today Israel controls 59 percent of the West Bank, while 23 percent of the land is under Palestinian civil but Israeli military control, leaving only 18 percent of territory under Palestinian Authority. An Israeli NGO - 'Peace Now' has estimated that 93 percent of the land used by Jewish settlements in the West Bank is private Palestinian property.
Robert Fisk has rightly asked; how can the Palestinian have a state without a capital in Jerusalem? How can they have a state when their entire territory has been chopped up and divided by Jewish settlements and settlers road and in parts, by massive wars?" Politically too, the creation of a Palestinian state side by side with Israel is not possible. No Israeli leader wants peace for Palestinians, if peace entails a viable Palestinian state. Olmert's demand that Arabs recognise Israel not only as a state, but a 'Jewish state' while PLO recognised Israel as a state in Oslo Accord, Israel has yet to officially recognise the right of the Palestinians to a state of their own, based on the Green Line border.
Much is made of the release of 429 Palestinian prisoners to bolster the Annapolis talks. But the fact is that most belonged to Fatah group and in any case majority had already completed their terms, Presently Israel is holding 11000 Palestinians in its jails.
The irony of the situation is that while the conference has set the stage of civil war between Hamas and PA, in the name of security of Israel, Olmert has told his cabinet that Israel is not bound by Annapolis decisions including that a peace agreement be reached by December 8. The last nail in the coffin was Israel's refusal to involve UN in any manner with peace negotiations. A US initiative to have a resolution by UNSC appreciating the US efforts for peace making in the Middle East, in the context of Annapolis Summit, which received endorsement of all SC members, had to be withdrawn by the US, on Israel's insistence, to its serious embarrassment, revealing how the US foreign policy is held hostage by Israel.
The history of peace negotiations between Israel and Palestinian leave no room for any optimism. The Oslo Accords also referred to as Declaration of Principles adopted on September 13, 1993 at the White House had laid down December 13, 1993 at the White for withdrawal of Israeli troops with the final settlement to be in place by April 1999. Nothing has since transpired making D O P, a relic of the past. The joint declaration at Annapolis will have similar fate. The goal of a Palestinian state would remain a mirage while Palestinians will get more fragmented and desperate and thus the cycle of violence continues.
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