hie

By Mustafa Barghouthi

1e Israeli prime minister frustrated
esident Clinton's peace efforts; the
néw president must do better
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cannot recall a more important
meeting between an American pres-
ident and an Israeli prime minister
today’s meeting between President
ma and Prime Minister Benjamin
yahu. Will the Obama administra-
have the courage to challenge
yahu, or will all the talk of change
solve in the face of a concerted one-two
h from Netanyahu and the American
| Public Affairs Committee?

I am increasingly convinced that if
a fails to speak out now, it will

eight vears of it - will consign Jerusalem,
the| West Bank and the two-state solution

to an Israeli expansionism that will over-
whelm the ability of cartographers to con-
coct a viable Palestinian state.

It’s now or almost certainly never. If
Obama lacks the political will to stand up
to Netanyahu now, he will lack the capac-
ity later, And by the time Obama leaves
office, it will be too late to salvage any-
thing more than an archipelago of

Can Obama meet

was in Washington in February and did
not find that to be the case. The Obama
administration, | was pleased to hear,
planned to be in neither the Israelis’ nor
the Palestinians’ pocket. That is all we
Palestinians have ever asked.

Yet, just as in the ‘90s, Netanyahu
believes that he is the world’s driving force
and that a Democratic president should be

Increasingly, Israel is out of step with a world hurtling
into the 21st century with Obama. This is no longer
the segregated world of President Truman and David
Ben-Gurion at Israel’s founding. Yet Netanyahu’s
selection of Lieberman, who once stated that
‘minorities are the biggest problem in the world’,
exemplifies Israel’s tone-deafness in a changed world |

Palestinian Bantustans. We Palestinians
seek freedom, not apartheid, and not the
sort of Potemkin villages on the West
Bank that Netanyahu is trying to package
to the West as visionary economic boom-
towns for desperate Palestinians. Yes, we
want economic improvement, but the best
way to achieve that is through control over
our own lives, borders and resources.
Israel’s new foreign minister, Avigdor
Lieberman, claimed in an’ April interview
that “America accepts all our decisions.” |

following his lead. In his memoir, formier
lead American negotiator Dennis Ross
quoted an exasperated President Clinton as
complaining that Netanyahu comported
himself as though he thought Israel, and
not the United States, was the superpow-
er. That doesn’t appear to have changed.
How else to explain the recent assertion
by Israeli officials that before Israel will
address core Palestinian-Israeli negotiat-
ing issues, the United States must deal -
apparently to Israel’s satisfaction - with
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Netanyahu’s challenge?

Iran’s nuclear program?

The false Iran-Palestine linkage
troubles me because its Israeli boosters
think that Iran is an immediate concern,
and Palestinian freedom can once again
be kicked down the road. Danny Ayalon,

Barack Obama

Israel’y deputy foreign minister and a
represgntative of Lieberman’s extremist
Yisrael Beiteinu party, said in April that
“the Iranian clock should be measured in
months,” but the Palestinian timetable
“is opgn-ended.”

What Ayalon, Lieberman and
Netanyahu fail to grasp is the world’s
increaging recognition that they are

attempting to dictate the timetable for
another people’s freedom. This is unac-
ceptable in the 21st century.

Yet Netanyahu wants either an impos-
sibly long timetable or no Palestinian state
at all. In May 2002, when the central com-
mittee of the Likud Party voted on a reso-
lution declaring that “no Palestinian state
will be established west of the Jordan

And it’s wrong. Palestinians in the occu-
pied territories have no standing to sign
away the rights of the Palestinian citizens
of Israel in order to get Israel to the nego-
tiating table. To tell the truth, we don’t
believe that Israel can be a true democra-
cy and an exclusivist Jewish state at the
same time. Yet Israeli leaders seem obliv-

ious - or pretend to be oblivious - to why

I am increasingly convinced that if Obama fails to speak
~out now, it will doom the two-state solution forever.

Further fiddling in Washington - after eight years of it —

will consign Jerusalem, the West Bank and the two-state
~solution to an Israeli expansionism that will overwhelm

the ability of cartographers to concoct a viable
Palestinian state. It’s now or almost certainly never

River,” Netanyahu urged party members
to support the resolution. To this day, he
has failed to embrace the idea of a
Palestinian state, even though the two-
state solution has been Israel’s avowed
policy for years. He hopes to destroy the
idea, de facto, through delays that allow
time for further settlement activity.

More recently, Netanyahu has added
a new demand: that Palestinians recognize
Israel as a Jewish state. This is intended
only to confuse and delay peace talks.

Palestinians would decline to acknowl-
edge Israel’s status as a Jewish state.
Increasingly, Israel is out of step with
a world hurtling into the 21st century with
Obama. This is no longer the segregated
world of President Truman and David
Ben-Gurion at Israel’s founding. Yet
Netanyahu's selection of Lieberman, who
once stated that “minorities are the biggest
problem in the world”, exemplifies
Israel’s tone-deafness in a changed world.
The choice is Israel’s: two states, or

increasing isolation by a world that will not
accept apartheid dressed up as an economic
development plan. Tragically, the conse-
quences of further delay and oppression will
be endured by Palestinians - both in the
occupied territories and in an increasingly

=

Benjamin Netanyahu

exclusivist Jewish state whose self-defini-
tion comes at the expense of Palestinian cit-
17eNS. COURTESY LOS ANGELES TIMES

The writer, a doctor and a member of
the Palestinian parliament, was a candi-
date for president in 2005. He is secre-
tary-general of the Palestinian National
Initiative, a political party




