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am satisfied with theoutcom e of the
visit, as it has consolidatedour political
and diplomatic ties which will bolster -
our trade and economic cooperation to

our mutual benefit," President Pervez Mushar.
rat told the mediaafter his visit to Uzbekistan I,

and Kyrgyzstan. This visit fesuJ.ted in forging
new bonds of friendship with the two Central
Asian states.

With Uzbekistan, Pakistan reached an
agreement to strengthen cultural ties; steps for
combating terrorism and reactivating the joint
ministerial coItlITli&'D.onin order to widen the
areas of economic cooperation. Pakistan also
offered Uzbekistan its ports of Karachi and
Gwader to boost trade with that landlocked
country.

With Kyrgy7.<Jtan,Pakistan signed a series of
agreements for strengthening communication
links, encouraging the private sector in trade
and relaxing the visa regime. Like Uzbekistan,
Pakistan pledged to take joint steps with !{yr.
gyr&an to deal with the threat of terrorism and
provide port facilities for trade purposes. Pak-
istan and Kyrgymtan also agreed to establish a
working group to look into the teclmical and fi.
nancial matters fol"provision of electricity to
Pakistan. The two countries agreed to have a
visa-free regime for the holders of diplomatic
and official passports, establish cooperation
between the two ministries of education. Under
the agreement, the Associated Press of Pak-
istan and the Kyrgyz Kabar news agency will
link up.

Enormous activity has taken place in the
promotion of Pakistani-Central Asian ties since
December 1991, when the Soviet Central Asian
republics became independent. There was a lot
of euphoria in Pakistan when the Central.Asia
countries secured independence, with
widespread expectations in some circles that
the ruptured bonds of religion and culture with
the region would be restored. However, most
of these expectations were shortrlived, as the
new Central Asian states pursued a pragmatic
Course of action in the arena of eXternal rela-
tions and decided to diversify their fo~ pol-
icy options particularly with the Western coun-
tries, China, Japan and Korea than giving
preference to the Muslim countries of the
southern flank, namely Afghanistan, Pakistan
andIran.

Pakistan extended speedy.recognition to the
newly independent Central Asian republics and
a number of delegations (clergy, traders and
cultural groups, to name some) went there to
seek possibilities of better cooperation; At the
same time, the expansion of Economic Coop-
eration Organisation (ECO) from three origi-
nal members (Pakistan, Iran, 'furkey) to incor-
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D M I Ah Central Asian ties were shattered because of

r oons mar civilwar and violencein Afghanistan.Aslong
Thewriter is Director.Programon Peace as Afghanistan remained in a state of chaos; it I,

StudiesandConfli~Resoluliop.Department was difficultfor Pakistanto develop communi- '

ollnt~~ Relalio,ns. . cation, trade and commereiallinkages with the
University01Karachi, CentralAsiancountries.

, Therefore,Pakistanis handicappedbecaIuIe
Azerbaijan)further raised hopes and expecta- of geography and the instable situation in
tionsfor meaningfulcooperationbetweenPak. Afghanistanas the lack of its direct accessto
istan and the new CentralAsianstates. any CentralAsiancountryputs Islamabadin a

The launchingof the expandedform of the difficultsituation. The narrow Wakhan,Coni-
ECO in November 1992 in Islamabad placed dor,which is part of Afghanistan,deniesPale.
Pakistanin a uniqueposition as it became the istan direct geographical linkage with'l'I\iik-
only country of South .Asia to be a member of istan. Otherwise, had Pakistan been in control
the ECO (composed of mainly West and Cen- of that corridor, itsgeograp1iical predicament
tral Asian countries) and the South.Asian As- in Central Asia wouldn't have existed. The
sociation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). question of gas and oil pipeline from Central
So far, several agreements on the strengthen- .Asiato Pakistan or electricity from I\yrgy13tan II
ing of bilateral cooperation between Pakistan would have become a,practical possibility had
and the Central Asian countri' es have been thee,

' n in Afghanistan remained nonna!. II
signedanddozensof high-profilevisitshave 'gardless ofthe "imageproblem"
takenplacefromboth,sides.Butdespitethe whi . hasfacedinCentralAsiaorthe
edge enjoyedby Pakistan on forging close reo geographical factor, Pakistani-CentralAsiari
lationswith the Central.Asiancountries, com. 1ieswouldhave beensIrengthenedifthe agree-
pared to India,three imI1ortantfactors proved ments, accords, treaties or memorandumsof
to be an impediment in the realisation of the understanding (MoUs)signed between Pak- 1<
expected'new (!raof friendship and coopera- istan and Central Asian states since 1992
tio~ CentralAsia. ' would have been implemented. But bureau-
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CeIi Asian countries, the growth and rise of the bilateral agreements with the CentralAsian "4
extremist and jihadi elements in Pakistan ere- states resulted in stalemate and stagnation in
ated a lot of suspicion and to some extent has- Pakistani-Central Asian relations. Had this not
tility about Pakistan in these countries. Reports been the case, the joint commission between ~

of various Islamic extremist groups from Pak- Pakistan and Uzbekistan would have remained .
istan sneaking into Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan opelational and not reactivated on the occasion
resulted in a backward trend in Pakistani-Cen- of President Musharraf's visit to that Central .
tral Asianties. Asianstate.

WhenPresidentMusharrafvisitedTashkent Strengtheningthe bonds of friendshipand
on March 6, UzbekPresident IsIamKarimov rooperation betweenPakistanandCentralAsia
said that the UzbekpeOple"knowthat people will require practical measures to ease travel,
whocarriedoutbloodyactsinUzbekistanare tradeandotherrestrictions.Merelyrelaxing
nowhidingin Pakistan,andthe effortsby~ visas for diplomats or other officialswillnot' .
identMusharraf'sgovernmentshowrealbrav- workunless other segmentsof society like
ery.- It is true that after Sept. 11,2001, Pak- traders, teachers, mediapeoplewhorepresent
istan and various Central Asian countries, the civilsocietieso( Pakistan;mdCentralAsia
particularly Uzbekistan,coordinated their ef- are allowedto travelwithoutrestrictions.
forts to effectivelydealwith the menaceof tel. Most important, a better "image"of Pale.
rorism, but damage had already been done dur- istan l!-eeds to ,be created in the Central AsIn .
ing the ,19908 because of the activities of the Countries sP' that the people and g<wemments I

.various Islamic extremist groups having links of that region do not feel suspicious or threat-
in Pakistan to destabilizethe secuIar regimes ened with regard to their SouthAsianneigh- t-

~. ' ' bour.ForPakistan,CentralAsiamaybea land
Secona, " 's road to Central Asia is of opportunities,but this type ofthinkingmay

ooth because of the fluid situation remain wishful unless a better Wlderstanding
in Afghanistan, particularly in terms of the trag. between Pakistan and Central Asia is developed
ile political order, the activities of'Th1ibanrem- and meaningful interac1ion at the cultural, ~
nants against coalition and Afghan state forces nomic, educational and business level takes
andtheroleofwarlords. place.Similarly,Pakistanprovidesnumerous

When the Central Asian republics secured opportunities to the landlocked Central Asian
independence from Moscow"there ~ a feel- countries, thus paving the way for a mUtuaJ]y.. . Pakistan for.' '~e,~rcial ~Jlet1cialrelationshW,~tween the two.' <>
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