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tin g Pak-Arab ties
the potential that exists to bring Mus- ~ A - r.!. -
lims of Asia closer. This untap ed 7. - ~ /II~V'
potential can be explored to the ~- , ~ U/Jtft{. BY AHMAD MUAFFAQ ZAIDAN ;:r; -
est asilltimate.objectivesand goalsof -
Arab warld and Pakistan are virtu- dling pivotal areas of cooperation
ally identical. smacks of a narrow perspective and
~Their threat perception and root understanding they have about the

causes .of the problems and -desired benefits camauflaged in hitherta un-
salutians are nat sa different. Somuch explared avenue~.
so their enemies and friends are the Gavemment .ofthese countries mtist
same in a broader framewark .ofinter- .enthusiastically devise palicies that
nati.onal palitics." make majarity .of the Muslims feel

Then why not l'o find aut a viable being an baat and nat excluded fram <

mechanism with" which the strang the mainstream palitical and eca-
desires .ofthe Muslims far the accam- namic activities.
plishment .oftheir objectives cauld be Ta begin with Arab and Pakistani
set into mation. rulers must hald an international can-

There is a strang urge amang Paki- ferenceinwhichgenuineexpertsfram
stanis and Muslims fram the Arab their respective fields must be invited
warld ta deepen their ties. And why ta ponder aver ways and means far a
not they have gat every strong reasan -yiable mechanism bringing,Muslims
to came claser ta eaCh ather. They aHhe Middle East and Pakistanclaser
~ inherent bands .of ta each ather in line with their intrin-
commanalties that fundamentally sic desires.
stem fram the greatest religiau an , one of the way .ofachieving this all
the earth - Islam. iSthraughpublic diplamacy in awarld

But the mechanism put in place by that has shrunk inta a glabal village
respective gavernments for material- with the advent .ofnew taals of cam-
izing their ultimate gaals is casmetic municatian largely surraunding the
and therefare, daes nat reflect papu- media in its multiple modes.
lar desire .of the people of bath the Media has been totally ignared by
regians. bath sides particularly on the part .of

The way ruling elite .ofboth Paki- Pakistan government ta farmulate
stan and Arab warld have been han- public apinian.

TheArabandPakistanirulers

seemunawareoi thebenefits

oftheirmutualcooperation.

There is na Pakistani media-men
covering Middle East's traubled spots.
And neither is any worth mentian-
ing reference except far twa cam-
era teams .of PTV and a private
television channel which covered the
fall .ofBaghdad. This small contribu-
tian .of the Pakistani media in the
caver age of Iraq war made many
Arab feel being part .of Pakistani
saciety .

If cauntries like Turkey, Iran and
Italy can have media presence in Iraq,
then it daes nat make sense as ta what
kind .of inhibitian Pakistani media
has to be on the hat spats .ofMiddle
East. As the world is changing and
Pakistani media cantinues ta remain
hastage to the western news wire.

Another significanthitherto ignared
part .ofthe problem is language barri-

ers for majority .ofPakistani media-
men. And for this partial, respansibil-
ity rests an the Arab embassies in
Pakistan wha failed ta take initiatives
ta .hold language caurses by setting
up cultural centers.

In .order to strike balance .ofwhat
western media is'feeding, Pakistani
readers and the viewers must pres-
sure their channels and the newspa-
pers ta depute their jaurnalists ta
Middle East ta caver at least Iraq situ-
atian.

Arab jaurnalists based in Pakistan
could equally play an impartant rale
in presenting and marketing Pakistan
in the Arab warld. Similarlyexchange
of cultural pragrams and TV dramas
canplay an effectiverale, as thiswauld
bridge widening gaps between twa
regians .ofthe Asiahostinghuge papu-
latian of same religian.
> Universities and think thanks must
play their effective rale in strengthen-
ing and reinfarcing the camman
graunds between Muslims .of twa
regians.

Unfartunately there has been na
thesis by university students an
issues like the kinship relatian .or

inter marriages in a histarical per-
spective reflecting camman bands j
between Muslims living under dif- Itferent rulers.

Similarly cooperation in the area .of '
sparts can be expanded particularly

1
in swimmirig, valleyball, football and
basketball. This kind of spart activi-
ties wauld strengthen existing rela- ~
tians and bring people .oftwa regians -
as clase as they feel close in terms .of jsharing this Islamichistary and reli- -
giaus canviction. I

In the area .ofdiplamacy Pakistani Idiplomats muStcancentrate naw on
understanding Arabic as many of

I
them spend years and years in Arab
warld withaut learning their lan-
guage.

The Arab'media faces lat .ofprab-
lems because given shartage .ofAra-
bic speaking experts and aut .of no
aptian they hire services .of west-
ern experts wha speaks Arabic
well. Why cannat Pakistani replace
the role .ofsuch western experts to
wha Arab media have ta entertain
after finding .ofna warthwhile Mus-
lim speaker?

With these suggestions and many
like these in place there wauld be a
greater passibility ta strengthen eca-
namic, diplamatic and religiaus ties
betweenPakistanand Arab warldand
at least there must be a good-begin-
ning to genuine watch the broader
interest .ofMuslim Ummah.


